
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Headshots    Biographies 

 

Dr. Abbas, Maher, MD pursued his undergraduate studies at Emory University 

and his medical degree from Stanford University.  He completed surgical training 

at the Mayo Clinic & his colorectal surgery fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic FL.   

Dr. Abbas was the founding chair of robotic and minimally invasive 

surgery at Kaiser Permanente, Los Angeles, California, and the regional chief of 

colon and rectal surgery for the Southern California Permanente Medical Group.  

He joined the Cleveland Clinic in Abu Dhabi as the founding chair for the digestive 

disease institute.  Subsequently Dr. Abbas established the specialty of colorectal 

surgery in Dubai. 

Dr. Abbas was associate professor of surgery (University of California, Los 

Angeles and Irvine) and full professor of surgery (Cleveland Clinic Lerner College 

of Medicine).  He has conducted over 30 research studies.  He has >150 

publications and has delivered >300 national and international talks.  He serves 

on several editorial boards including Diseases of Colon and Rectum.  He is a senior 

examiner member of the American Board of Colon and Rectal Surgeons.  

He is a former Olympian of the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games.  (Jan 17 2021) 

Email: dubaicolorectal@gmail.com | Twitter: @dubaicolorectal 

 

 

 

 

Abelson, Jonathan is currently a Staff Surgeon at Lahey Hospital Medical Center 

in Burlington, MA and Assistant Professor of Surgery at Tufts University Medical 

Center. He completed his general surgery residency in 2019 at New York 

Presbyterian Hospital – Weill Cornell Medicine and colorectal surgery residency 

at Washington University in St. Louis – Barnes Jewish Hospital in 2020. His clinical 

and research interests include improving outcomes in colorectal cancer. 

Email: jonathanabelson@gmail.com | Twitter: @jabelsonmd 
 

 

 

 

Aibuedefe, Bianca is a second-year medical student and pursuing her masters in 

Urban Bioethics at Lewis Katz School of Medicine in Philadelphia, PA. 

 

Email: tuh24999@temple.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Al-Temini, Mohammad finished his medical school at the University of 

Baghdad and his general surgery training at Kaiser Permanente Fontana Medical 

Center. He completed colorectal surgery training at Baylor University Medical 

Center and Hepatopancreatobiliary training at Indiana University. He is currently 

a surgical oncologist at Kaiser Permanente San Francisco Medical Center. Dr. Al-

Temimi’s academic interests are the surgical management of colorectal liver 

metastases and quality improvement of surgery for colon and rectal cancer. 

Email: mohammed.h.al-temimi@kp.org 
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Althans, Alison is a second year categorical general surgery resident at the 

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center.  She is a graduate of Case Western 

Reserve University School of Medicine and is originally from Cleveland, Ohio. Her 

past and current research interests include outcomes in colon and rectal surgery, 

surgical oncology, and surgical education. She was previously awarded the ASCRS 

Medical Student Research Initiation Grant, which was utilized to fund a multi-

institutional study comparing colorectal cancer outcomes at a tertiary academic 

center to those at a safety net county hospital affiliated with the same academic 

center. 

Email: althansar@upmc.edu 

 

Dr. Alverdy, John is the Sarah and Harold Lincoln Thompson Professor of Surgery, 

Executive Vice-Chair of the department of surgery and associate director of the 

NIH Digestive Disease Research Center Core at the University of Chicago. He has 

been continuously RO1 funded by the NIH over 20 years where he has trained 

over 30 postdoctoral fellows. He is past president of the Surgical Infection Society, 

past recipient of the Ravdin lectureship and Surgical Forum dedication at the 

American College of Surgery and recipient of the Flance-Karl Award from the 

American Surgical Association.  

Dr. Alverdy attended medical school at the Autonomous University of 

Guadalajara and Loyola University and received his surgical training at the 

University of Chicago affiliated Michael Reese Hospital. He completed a surgical 

research fellowship at the University of California San Francisco. Dr. Alverdy has 

an active practice involving minimally invasive surgery of esophagus, stomach and 

pancreatobiliary tree.  

Email: jalverdy@surgery.bsd.uchicago.edu | Twitter: @JCAlverdy 

 
Ali Asgar, Juzer, MS3 is a medical student at the University of Medicine and Health 

Sciences (UMHS). He graduated from University of South Florida with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Biomedical Sciences and a Minor in Biomedical Engineering. His interest 

in medical sciences began at an early age and my passion for medicine continues 

to grow every day. His hobbies are to learn about evolving technology and its 

impact on modern medicine and evidence-based practices. 

Email: alijuzer786@gmail.com 

 

Auerbach, Lindsey is a registered nurse with 11 Health and Technologies.  She holds 

a Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Ohio University. She is currently completing her 

Masters in Nursing Education focusing on the impact of clinician communication and 

how they affect patient outcomes. She has extensive background working with post-

surgical patients including those with colorectal cancer and IBD diagnoses. Her work 

experience as a Quality Improvement Nurse and Clinical Nursing Instructor at Case 

Western University has contributed to her passion of improving patient outcomes 

with healthcare literacy. 

Email: lindsey.auerbach@11health.com 

 

Aulet, Tess H., MD, received her medical degree from Tufts University School of 

Medicine. She is a current colorectal surgery fellow at Lahey Hospital and Medical 

Center and a graduate of the University of Vermont general surgery residency 

program. She has a special interest in surgical education and simulation. 

Email: tess.aulet@gmail.com 
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Ault, Glenn, MD, MSEd., is the Senior Associate Dean for Clinical Administration 

(LAC+USC Medical Center) for the Keck School of Medicine of USC. Dr. Ault 

received his bachelor’s degree from Muhlenberg College, his medical degree from 

Hahnemann University in Philadelphia, and a Master of Science in education from 

the University of Southern California. Dr. Ault, a Professor of Surgery is an 

associate program director for the General Surgery residency and is the past 

program director of the Colorectal Surgery fellowship. 

 Dr. Ault is currently on the steering committee for the ACS’s Second Surgery 

Curriculum. He served in the Association of Program Directors in Colorectal 

Surgery as in-service examination chair, and later as its President from 2015-2017. 

He was appointed to the Residency Review Committee in Colon and Rectal 

Surgery of the ACGME in 2017, and currently serves as the vice-chair. He has 

served as the written examination chair to the American Board of Colon and 

Rectal Surgery since 2016 and is the current President of the ABCRS. 

Email: ault@med.usc.edu 

 

 

 

Barton, Jeff joined the faculty at LSU Health Sciences Center in New Orleans in 

2015 after completing his colorectal surgery fellowship at the Colon & Rectal Clinic 

of Houston and general surgery residency at Oregon Health & Science Center. He 

currently serves as an Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery, the Fellowship 

Associate Program Director, Medical Student Clerkship Director, and Chair of the 

Multidisciplinary Inflammatory Bowel Disease Conference. His research interests 

include outcomes from non-emergency, non-elective surgery, IBD, colorectal 

cancer and HPV-related colorectal disease. 

Email: jbart3@lsuhsc.edu 

 

 

 

Beaty, Jennifer, MD, FACS, FASCRS, currently serves as the Associate Dean of 

Student Advancement and Graduate Medical Education and as an Assistant 

Professor of Surgery at Des Moines University in Des Moines, Iowa.  She was the 

program director for the Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship at Creighton in 

Omaha, Nebraska for the previous 10 years. 

Email: beatyjs@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Dr. Beiermeister, Keith A., completed his medical training and surgical residency 

at Rutgers New Jersey Medical School and then went on to complete a colon and 

rectal surgery fellowship at The Lehigh Valley Health Network in Allentown, 

Pennsylvania. In July of 2013 he joined San Diego Colon and Rectal Surgeons, a 

private practice affiliated with Scripps Memorial Hospital in La Jolla. 

He is board certified in both general and colorectal surgery and is a fellow 

of the American College of Surgeons and the American Society of Colon and Rectal 

Surgeons.  He currently holds the position of general surgery section chief at 

Scripps La Jolla and was recently elected at the chairman of the department of 

surgery.  He is also the system-wide medical director for the ERAS program at 

Scripps and has held this role since 2016. 

Email: beiermeister.keith@scrippshealth.org 
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Bemelman, Willem A.  graduated as a surgeon in 1994 trained at the department 

of Surgery of the Academic Medical Hospital, University of Amsterdam and St. 

Lucas Hospital in Amsterdam. After his training as a surgeon, he worked at the 

department of Surgery at Leiden University Medical Center being responsible for 

the benign gastrointestinal disease. In 1999 he returned to the Academic Medical 

Center to chair the Minimal Invasive Surgery program aiming at broad 

implementation. In 2006 he was appointed as a Professor in Surgery. His field of 

interest in patient care and research is the (minimal invasive) treatment of 

complex IBD, rectal cancer and complication surgery. 

Bemelman is a EBSQ certified colorectal surgeon (Bologna 2005), former secretary 

of the European Crohn and Colitis organization and past-president of the 

European Society of Coloproctology. He guided more than 40 PhD students, has 

more than 530 peer reviewed papers and a H index of 64. He has been granted 

Honorary Fellowships of the American College of Surgeons (ACS), the American 

Society of Colorectal Surgery (ASCRS), the Spanish and Mexican Society of 

Coloproctology, the South American Society of Endoscopic Surgery (SASES) and 

the Grupo de Doencas Inflamatorias Intestinais do Brasil (GETIIB). 

Email: w.a.bemelman@amsterdamumc.nl 

 

 

Bissett, Ian is Professor in Surgery at the University of Auckland and Consultant 

Colorectal Surgeon at Auckland City Hospital. He worked as a general surgeon in 

Pokhara, Nepal and then undertook his MD research in the anatomy and radiology 

of rectal cancer at Auckland in 1998-2000. He is past President of the Coloectal 

Surgical Society of Australia and NZ, is the chair of the NZ National Bowel Cancer 

Working Group, clinical director of the National Intestinal Failure Service for 

Adults and co-director of the Nutrition Support Team at Auckland. His particular 

interests include recto-rectal cancer, gut motility, faecal incontinence and Global 

Surgery. He has over 140 publications in peer reviewed journals. 

Email: i.bissett@auckland.ac.nz | Twitter: @ian_bissett 

 

 

 

Bleier, Joshua is a Professor of Surgery at the University of Pennsylvania. He is the 

Vice-Chair of Surgery and Section Chief of Colorectal Surgery at Pennsylvania 

Hospital and the Program Director of the Colorectal Fellowship. He has served on 

numerous committees in ASCRS, including Chairing the CREST Committee. He 

currently serves on the Operative Competency Committee. He received his 

General Surgery training at Cornell, and completed a research fellowship in 

Immunology at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. He completed his Colon 

and Rectal Training at the University of Minnesota in 2008.   

Email: joshua.bleier@pennmedicine.upenn.edu | Twitter: @jisbmd 

 

 

 

Dr. Bobel, Matt is PG4 general surgery resident at the University of Minnesota. 

He recently completed two years in the lab, focusing on surgical education, 

surgical ethics and colorectal surgery. During this time, he completed a Surgical 

Education Research Fellowship through the Association for Surgical Education and 

the American College of Surgeons-MacLean Center Surgical Ethics Fellowship at 

the University of Chicago. He is looking forward to applying to colorectal surgery 

fellowship programs this year. 

Email: bobel@umn.edu 
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Dr. Buzas, Christopher is the Director of Colorectal Surgery at Geisinger Health.  

He received his medical degree from Philadelphia College of Osteopathic 

Medicine.  He completed his surgical residency at Geisinger Medical Center and 

completed his colon and rectal surgery training at the Lehigh Valley Health 

Network. He is the Program Director of the Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship 

at Geisinger as well as an Associate Professor of Surgery at Geisinger 

Commonwealth Medical College. 

Dr. Buzas is the immediate Past President of the Keystone Chapter of the 

American College of Surgeons and serves on the Board of Trustees for the 

Pennsylvania Medical Society.     

Email: cjbuzas@geisinger.edu 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Byrn, John is a Clinical Associate Professor of Surgery at the University of 

Michigan within the Division of Colorectal Surgery. He is the Michigan Surgical 

Quality Collaborative (MSQC) Surgeon Champion for the University of Michigan 

Hospital.  Dr. Byrn is the leader of the joint University of Michigan - MSQC video 

coaching quality improvement project which is funded by the Agency for 

Healthcare Research and Quality. 

Email: jcbyrn@med.umich.edu 

 

 
 

 

 

Campanati, Renato, MD, is a colorectal surgeon and substitute professor of 

surgery at Hospital das Clínicas of the Federal University of Minas Gerais, in Belo 

Horizonte, Brazil, where he completed the general surgery residency and 

colorectal surgery fellowship. 

He is certified by the Brazilian College of Surgeons and the Brazilian Society of 

Colorectal Surgeons.  Dr. Campanati's main academic interests are rectal cancer, 

functional outcomes after oncologic surgery, metastatic colorectal cancer and 

pseudomyxoma peritonei. 

Email: renatogcampanati@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Carchman, Evie is an Assistant Professor at the University of Wisconsin (UW)-

Madison, whose clinical work addresses both benign and malignant colon, rectal, 

and anal disease. Her research program focuses on basic, translational, and 

clinical studies of the mechanisms of anal cancer development and response to 

treatment. She heads the high-resolution anoscopy clinic at UW, is PI on the 

Rectal and Anal cancer registry at UW, and serves on the NCCN Cancer in HIV 

positive patients. Finally, she is involved in several clinical trials involving anal 

dysplasia screening and treatment. 

Email: carchman@surgery.wisc.edu 
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Carmichael, Joe is the Division Chief of Colon and Rectal Surgery at the University 

of California, Irvine School of Medicine where he also serves as the Director of 

Ambulatory and Inpatient Surgical Services, Co-Chair of the Value Analysis 

Committee, Chair of the Operating Room Committee, and Director of the Rectal 

Cancer Program. He graduated from the University of Missouri, Columbia School 

of Medicine in 2001 and completed his General Surgery residency at UC Irvine. His 

colon and rectal surgery residency was completed at the Cook County Program in 

Chicago, Illinois. 

His research interests include oncology, enhanced recovery, minimally 

invasive surgery and inflammatory bowel disease and he has published over 100 

peer-reviewed manuscripts. He was the lead author on the 2017 enhanced 

recovery clinical practice guideline jointly written by the American Society of 

Colon and Rectal Surgeons (ASCRS) and Society of American Gastrointestinal and 

Endoscopic Surgeons (SAGES). He is an active member of ASCRS and has served 

as Chair of two of their national committees. He also currently serves on the Board 

of Directors of the Southern California Chapter of the American College of 

Surgeons. 

Email: jcarmich@uci.edu 

 

 

Carrington, Emma V. graduated from Imperial College School of Medicine in 2004 

and was supported by a Royal College of Surgeons fellowship during her PhD in 

neurogastroenterology at Queen Mary, University of London. She completed her 

surgical training in London as a NIHR clinical lecturer and is now a Senior Lecturer 

at Imperial College and Consultant Colorectal Surgeon and Imperial College NHS 

Trust. 

Her academic interests focus on physiological phenotyping of functional 

gastrointestinal disorders and development of novel investigations of lower 

gastrointestinal function, particularly high-resolution anorectal manometry and 

she was a founder member of the International Anorectal Physiology Working 

Group and co-author on the recently published London Classification guidelines 

for anorectal function testing.   

Email: e.v.carrington@qmul.ac.uk 

 

 

Cataldo, Peter is the Samuel B. and Michelle D. Labow Green and Gold Professor 

of Colorectal Surgery at the Larner College of Medicine at the University of 

Vermont.  He has recently initiated a surgical mentorship program at UVMMC. He 

has authored multiple scientific articles, book chapters, and textbooks on 

intestinal stomas and Transanal Endoscopic Microsurgery, and is an invited 

lecturer at national and international conferences. 

He was a past member on the American Board of Colon & Rectal Surgery.  Special 

interests include prevention of anastomotic leaks, rectal preservation for patients 

with rectal cancer, and intestinal stomas.   

He has received the Jerome S. Abrams Surgical Faculty Teaching Award, and the 

John H. Davis Service Award, awarded by the department of surgery.  He was 

chosen as the Larner College of Medicine Teacher of the Year Award. He was 

chosen in 2000 and again in 2020 by the surgical residents as the Surgical Teacher 

of the year.   He has received the Howe Humanism in Medicine award and the 

ASCRS Community Impact award. 

Email: Peter.cataldo@uvmhealth.org 
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Cavallaro, Paul majored in biopsychology at Tufts University. After graduating 

college, he worked as a research assistant in the laboratory of Mason Freeman, 

studying lipid metabolism in a variety of dermatologic disorders. He attended 

medical school at Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York City where he was 

first introduced to the field of colorectal surgery during my pre-clinical courses 

and surgical clerkship. He is a PGY4 general surgery resident at Massachusetts 

General Hospital. His academic interests include the pathophysiology of 

diverticular disease, colorectal cancer treatment paradigms, and functional 

outcomes after IBD surgery. 

Email: pcavallaro@partners.org 

 

Dr. Cazarez-Huazano, Sinue has been an active member of the Mexican College 

of Coloproctology Specialists since 2015. He graduated from the Faculty of 

Medicine of the Autonomous University of Nayarit; Specialty in General Surgery 

from the Autonomous University of Yucatan; Subspecialty in Coloproctology from 

the National Autonomous University of Mexico.  

Undergraduate and graduate professor of General Surgery at the 

National Autonomous University of Mexico. He is certified by the Mexican Council 

of Specialists in Coloproctology and by the Mexican Council of General Surgery. 

He is currently Head of the Colon and Rectum Surgery Service of the Central North 

Hospital of Petroleos Mexicanos in Mexico City. 

    Email: cahusi@hotmail.com  

 

Chandra, Abhijit MD, MCh, FACS, received his M.D. degree from King George’s  

Medical University in 1996 and MCh (Surgical gastroenterology) degree from GB 

Pant Hospital, University of Delhi in 2000. He completed surgical/research 

fellowship in 2002 from the University of Texas medical branch, Galveston. He 

also received an ICCP scholarship from ASCRS meeting in Phoenix, Arizona in 

2013. He established a new Subspeciality Department of Surgical 

Gastroenterology at KGMU, second in the North Indian state of Uttar Pradesh. 

He is a Professor and Head of Department of Surgical Gastroenterology at    

KGMU, Lucknow, India and has contributed to many national and international          

publications. 

His interests comprise advanced colorectal surgery which includes 

evolution of neoanal reconstruction using antropyloric transposition. He also has 

keen interest in endoluminal techniques for the treatment of rectal prolapse. 

Email: abhijitchandra@hotmail.com 

 

Chapman, Brandon C. M.D. joined the Colorectal Surgery section at the University 

of Colorado School of Medicine after completing his colorectal surgery fellowship 

at the University of Tennessee College of Medicine Chattanooga. He received his 

medical degree at the University of Vermont College of Medicine and completed 

his general surgery residency at the University of Colorado School of Medicine. 

During his general surgery residency, he completed a 2-year surgical research 

fellowship in clinical outcomes and completed a Master of Science in Clinical 

Science at the University of Colorado Denver. He has published in numerous peer-

reviewed journal articles and has presented at multiple national meetings across 

the country.  

He received the J. Culthbert Owens Award for Excellence in Teaching and 

Patient Care as surgical resident. His career goals are to build a colorectal research 

program focusing on surgical outcomes & quality improvement at the University 

of Colorado, as well be an active participant in the American Society of Colon and 

Rectal Surgeons (ASCRS). He currently serves ASCRS on the Young Surgeons 

Committee and looks forward to serving as a mentor to current surgical trainees. 

Email: chapman.brandon.c@gmail.com 
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Chew, Lauren is a fourth-year medical student at the Philadelphia College of 

Osteopathic Medicine – Georgia Campus.  She is originally from Gibbstown, New 

Jersey but has migrated south since attending East Carolina University for her 

undergraduate degree. It was at Bayhealth Medical Center in Dover, Delaware, 

during her clinical rotations, that she found her passion for research and patient-

centered outcomes. She recently matched at Einstein Medical Center in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for a urological surgery residency. 

Email: lc239670@pcom.edu 

 

 

 

Guillaume (Will) Chevrollier completed medical school and general surgery 

residency at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital in Philadelphia. He is currently 

completing his colorectal surgery fellowship at Ochsner Clinic Foundation in New 

Orleans. 

Email: g.s.chevrollier@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Cho, Eunhae MD, PhD, is currently a surgical fellow of Colorectal Surgery at Asan 

Medical Center in Seoul, South Korea. She graduated from CHA University School 

of Medicine and completed general surgery residency at Asan Medical Center. Her 

clinical and research interests include predicting and improving outcomes of 

colorectal cancer. 

Email: ipark@amc.seoul.kr  

 

 

Chough, Jino is a third-year undergraduate student at Swarthmore College.  

Chough will receive a Bachelor of Arts in Neuroscience with a minor in English 

literature in May of 2022.  He plans on applying to medical school in the hopes of 

becoming a physician.   

For the last two years, Chough has conducted research with Phillip 

Fleshner, MD, a colorectal surgeon from the Cedars Sinai Medical Center.   

Email: jchough1@swarthmore.edu 

 

 

 

Dr. Chu, Daniel I., MD, MSPH is an Associate Professor in the Division of 

Gastrointestinal Surgery at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. He 

completed his undergraduate at Yale and medical school at The Johns Hopkins 

School of Medicine. After residency at Boston University Medical Center, he 

completed a colon and rectal surgery fellowship at the Mayo Clinic. His practice 

specializes in the spectrum of colorectal disease including inflammatory bowel 

disease, colorectal cancer, diverticular disease and anorectal disorders. His NIH-

funded research interests focus on identifying, understanding and reducing 

health disparities in surgery with particular attention to health literacy.  

Email: dchu@uab.edu 
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Church, James was born and raised in New Zealand, where he attended Auckland 

Medical School and underwent surgical training. In 1983, he began a colorectal 

fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic and in 1989 he joined the Staff. His particular 

areas of interest include colorectal cancer, hereditary and sporadic; inflammatory 

bowel disease; functional diseases of the large bowel; anorectal disease; 

colonoscopy and polypectomy. He retired in 2016 and is currently Contract Staff. 

He held the Victor W. Fazio Chair and recently stepped down as Director of the 

Sanford R. Weiss Center for Hereditary Colorectal Neoplasia. He has been 

Chairman of the Leeds Castle Polyposis Group and the International Collaborative 

Group on HNPCC and founded the Collaborative Group of the Americas for 

Inherited Colorectal Cancer. Dr Church was Co-Editor of Diseases of the Colon and 

Rectum for 10 years, Vice President of ASCRS and received the Distinguished 

Alumni Award from the University of Auckland. He is a Fellow of the American 

Surgical Association and several other Professional Societies. He sole author of 2 

textbooks, editor of several, and author or co-author of over 370 peer-reviewed 

articles. 

Email: Churchj@ccf.org 

 

 

Dr. Cirocco, William is a native of Detroit where he completed his 

undergraduate/medical studies (Wayne State University) and General Surgery 

training. He completed Colorectal Surgery Residency at St. Vincent Health Center 

(Erie, PA). After beginning his career in academic surgery at SUNY-Downstate 

(Brooklyn, NY), he returned to the Midwest in a private practice setting (11 years 

solo). Dr. Cirocco was recruited back to academic surgery at  Ohio State University 

to help create an ACGME-accredited Colorectal Surgery Residency and serve as 

Program Director (2013-2018). He has served ASCRS in many capacities, including 

the ABCRS (Senior Examiner), DCR Editorial Board (1st recipient Fazio Award 2007 

& Star Reviewer 2017-2020) and most recently Executive Council. He currently 

serves on the ASCRS History & Conflict of Interest Management Committees. He 

received the ASCRS “Unsung Hero” award in 2020. He has been president of 4 

surgical organizations and currently serves on the ACS Board of Governors.    

Email: william.cirocco@yahoo.com | Twitter: @wcirocco 

 

 

 

Cohan, Jessica, MD, MAS, FACS, is a colorectal surgeon and assistant professor of 

surgery at the University of Utah. She is a clinical and health services researcher 

who aims to improve surgical care by improving our understanding of patient-

surgeon decision-making and surgical disease epidemiology using prospective and 

large database studies. Her work currently focuses on patient-centered decision 

making in older adults and characterizing disease and treatment patterns in 

patients with diverticulitis. 

Email: jessica.cohan@hsc.utah.edu 
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Cologne, Kyle joined the University of Southern California’s Keck School of 

Medicine as faculty in 2012, after completing fellowship at the same institution 

and general surgery at Rush University and Cook County Hospitals in Chicago. He 

now specializes in laparoscopic and minimally invasive procedures for a variety of 

diseases including colorectal cancer, complex endoscopic polyp removal, 

diverticulitis, inflammatory bowel disease, and anorectal disorders.  

Current roles also include: Program Director for the colorectal 

fellowship, NSQIP physician champion, President of the Southern California 

Colorectal Society, and Section Editor for Diseases of the Colon & Rectum. His 

research interests include surgical quality and education, colorectal cancer, 

diverticulitis, inflammatory bowel disease and anorectal disorders.   

Email: kyle.cologne@med.usc.edu | Twitter: @KyleCologne 

 

 

 

Colwell, Jan is the advanced practice nurse at the University of Chicago Medicine 

where she is the lead ostomy and wound care nurse in the outpatient surgical 

clinic, managing the stoma clinic.  She is certified as a wound ostomy and 

continence nurse.  Her professional contributions include:  past president of the 

Wound Ostomy and Continence Nurses Society, editor of the WOCN ostomy core 

curriculum text book, ostomy section editor of the JWOCN.  She has authored 

multiple book chapters and peer review journal articles as well as national and 

international ostomy related presentations.   

Email: janice.colwell@uchospitals.edu 

 

 

Costedio, Meagan, MD, FACS, FASCRS, earned her medical degree from the 

University of Vermont College of Medicine in Burlington Vermont, and she stayed 

to complete a general surgery residency at Fletcher Allen Healthcare - University 

of Vermont.  She completed a colorectal surgery residency at Cleveland Clinic in 

Cleveland, Ohio.  She stayed on as staff at Cleveland Clinic main campus where 

she pioneered the robotics program in colorectal surgery and developed a 

specialty in minimally invasive colon surgery.  Her specialties include single port 

laparoscopy, transanal minimally invasive surgery (TAMIS), robotics, and 

transanal total mesorectal excision.  She is currently the Medical Director of 

Colorectal Surgery at University Hospitals Ahuja Medical Center in Beachwood, 

Ohio as well as Associate Professor of Surgery at Case Western Reserve University.  

She is certified by the American Board of Surgery in general surgery and the 

American Board of Colon and Rectal Surgery. 

Email: Meagan.costedio@uhhospitals.org 

 

 

Cox, Rachel, MD, is a current CRS fellow at UTSW in Dallas, TX, Dr. Cox and earned 

her medical degree from Indiana University School of Medicine, followed by 

General surgery Residency at Louisiana State University- Shreveport program. 

There she was awarded the honor as best senior teaching resident.  

Dr. Cox earned her bachelor’s degrees in chemistry and mathematics from Lake 

Forest College, Lake Forest, IL. Afterwards, she taught mathematics in Namibia, 

working with the Peace Corps. She continues to be invested in surgical mission 

trips, including recent surgical mission to Ley Cayes, Haiti. Clinical interests include 

new minimally invasive surgical techniques and advocacy for young colorectal 

cancer and stoma patients. She can be found on her bicyclic most weekends. 

Email: rachel.cox@utsouthwestern.edu 
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Crowell, Kristen T. is a Colorectal Surgeon at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 

Center in Boston, MA. She obtained her MD at the University of Texas Medical 

Branch in Galveston, Texas. She completed General Surgery training at Penn State 

University in Hershey, Pennsylvania, followed by Colon and Rectal Surgery 

fellowship at Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio. Her research interests include 

inflammation and surgical outcomes and improving clinical outcomes in colorectal 

surgery. 

Email: crowell.kristen@gmail.com | Twitter: @kristencrw 

 

 

Damle, Aneel, MD, MBA, is a colorectal surgeon in St. Paul, Minnesota. He did his 

undergraduate training at Washington University in St. Louis before attending 

medical school at Georgetown University. After graduation, he completed his 

general surgery residency at the University of Massachusetts Medical School in 

Worcester, Massachusetts. He completed an MBA at the Boston University School 

of Management with a focus on health sector management. After residency, he 

completed his colorectal surgery fellowship at Washington University School of 

Medicine.  

Currently, Dr. Damle practices with Colon and Rectal Surgery Associates 

and is an Adjunct Assistant Professor of Surgery at the University of Minnesota 

School of Medicine. He is on the teaching faculty for the University of Minnesota 

Colorectal Surgery Fellowship program. 

His interests include surgical quality improvement, optimal recovery 

after surgery, and healthcare economics. He serves as a member of the Surgical 

Council at St. John’s Hospital and on the ASCRS Healthcare Economics Committee. 

Email: adamle04@gmail.com 

 

 

Dapri, Giovanni is Professor of Surgery and Anatomy in Brussels (Belgium). He is 

Founder and Director of the International School Reduced Scar Laparoscopy. He 

has edited 5 books, published more than 150 scientific articles, presented more 

than 450 oral presentations worldwide and performed more than 100 

laparoscopic procedures in front of an audience. He invented a set to operate 

through Single Incision Laparoscopy, and a set to operate through TransAnal 

Minimally Invasive Surgery. 

Email: giovanni@dapri.net 

 

 

Darragh, Teresa, MD, is a Professor of Clinical Pathology in the Departments of 

Pathology and Obstetrics, Gynecology & Reproductive Sciences at the University 

of California, San Francisco. She is board certified in Anatomic Pathology and 

Cytopathology and was an attending colposcopist in UCSF’s Dysplasia Clinic for 25 

years. 

She is Past President of the American Society for Colposcopy and Cervical 

Pathology (ASCCP) and co-chaired the LAST Project on standardizing terminology 

for HPV-associated squamous lesions of the lower anogenital tract.  

Dr. Darragh’s primary clinical and research interests are focused on HPV-

associated anogenital tract disease.  She is the central pathology reviewer for the 

NCI’s studies in Guanacaste, Costa Rica, for ANCHOR, the anal cancer study, and 

is a member of the Central Coordinating Group for WHO/IARC’s ESTAMPA project.  

Email: teresa.darragh@ucsf.edu 
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Dinsmore, Marcia A.  is the lead Advanced Practice Provider for the outpatient 

anorectal disease clinic at the University of Rochester Medical Center in 

Rochester, NY. She developed clinical guidelines for her fellow APP's to follow 

when treating patients with these issues. She has a Family Nurse Practitioner 

certification from ANCC, is a Registered Nurse First Assistant, and a Master's in 

Nursing from Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, NY. She has worked in 

Colorectal Surgery for over 10 years. She has presented on the local, state and 

national level regarding various colorectal disease topics. 

Email: MarciaA_Dinsmore@URMC.rochester.edu 

 
 

Dougherty, Lynda, MD, FACS, FASCRS, is a staff surgeon at Garrett Regional 

Medical Center (GRMC) in Oakland, MD since 2018.  She moved there after being 

a partner in a large private colorectal practice located in the Northern Virginia 

suburbs of Washington DC, where she practiced for nearly 20 years.  She 

completed her Colon and Rectal Fellowship from the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, 

Cleveland, Ohio in 1999.  She started a solo CRS private practice in the Allegheny 

Mountains of western Maryland where GRMC, a small rural hospital, is located. 

Email: Doughertyls@verizon.net 

 

Dozois, Eric J., M.D. is Professor of Surgery at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota 

in the Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery.  He is a past Program Director for the 

Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship Program; past Associate Program Director 

for the General Surgery Residency Program and currently Associate Dean in the 

Mayo School of Graduate Medical Education. 

He earned his medical degree from the University of Minnesota and 

completed his General Surgery Residency and Colon and Rectal Surgery 

Fellowship at Mayo Clinic. Dr. Dozois is board certified in General Surgery and 

Colon and Rectal Surgery.  He is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons and 

the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons.  

He specializes in minimally invasive surgery, surgical management of 

inflammatory bowel disease, colorectal cancer, hereditary syndromes and 

complex pelvic tumors.  He has authored over 160 peer-reviewed publications 

and 15 textbook chapters.  

Email: Dozois.eric@mayo.edu 

 

Driscoll, Karrie Anne, RN, BSN, MSN, Adult NP-BC and has worked with colorectal 

surgery at University of California, San Diego for over 5 years.  She completed her 

undergraduate and graduate degrees at University of Illinois at Chicago and has 

been in the nursing field in various capacities for 15 years.  She is also a member 

of the California Association for Nurse Practitioners. 

Email: kwdriscoll@health.ucsd.edu 

 

Eisenstein, Samuel, MD, FACS, FASCRS, is a colon and rectal surgeon at UC San 

Diego where he serves as an associate professor in the Department of Surgery 

and director of inflammatory bowel disease surgery.  Dr. Eisenstein is the 

organizer and founder of the NSQIP-IBD collaborative which has organized a 

number of high volume IBD centers to share their surgical outcomes data.  He also 

serves as a co-chair of the Surgical Research Network which is funded the Crohns 

and Colitis Foundation as well as ASCRS.  Dr. Eisenstein completed his fellowship 

in colorectal surgery and his general surgery residency training at Mount Sinai 

Medical Center in New York. He earned his medical degree from Tufts University 

School of Medicine and his undergraduate degree from Brandeis University. 

Email: seisenstein@ucsd.edu | Twitter: @dre_ucsd 
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Dr. Esen, Eren obtained his medical degree from Istanbul University, Turkey 3 

years ago. He has been interested in colorectal surgery outcome research since 

then and has been working as a postdoctoral research fellow in Inflammatory 

Bowel Disease center at NYU Langone Health, under the supervision of Dr. Feza 

Remzi for 2.5 years. He is also a student in MS in Clinical Investigation in NYU 

Langone Health, NYU Grossman School of Medicine. His research is mainly 

focused on surgical outcomes after primary and re-do ileal pouch anal 

anastomosis, and re-operative colorectal surgery. 

Email: eren.esen@nyulangone.org  

 

 

Dr. Farmer, Russ is an Associate Professor of Colon and Rectal at the University of 

Louisville.  In addition, he is the Assistant Dean for Clinical Skills at the University 

of Louisville School of Medicine and Medical Director of the Paris Simulation 

Center. His primary practice interests consist of robotic surgery for malignancy, 

treatment of IBD, and pelvic floor disorders.  His involvement in ASCRS in the past 

has included the Young Surgeons’ Committee, Residents’ Committee, and the 

Young Researchers’ Committee of the Research Foundation.  Currently, he 

continues to serve on the Young Researchers’ Committee and the Website 

Committee.  His main passion in life is spending time with his wife and young sons.   

Email: russell.farmer@louisville.edu | Twitter: @surgeonteacher 

 

 

Dr. Fichera, Alessandro earned his M.D. from the Catholic University of Rome, 

completed General Surgery Residency at the University of Chicago and two year 

fellowship in laparoscopic and colorectal surgery at Mt. Sinai School of Medicine 

in New York. He returned to the University of Chicago where he started and 

became the first Program Director of the Colon and Rectal Surgery Training 

Program. He moved to the University of Washington in July 2012 as chief of 

colorectal surgery and was appointed chief of the section of Gastrointestinal 

Surgery in 2014 and in 2016 the clinical director of Gastrointestinal Oncology at 

the Seattle Cancer Care Alliance. In November 2017, he moved to University of 

North Carolina as the Division Chief of Gastrointestinal Surgery. In September 

2019, he became the Division Chief of Colorectal Surgery at Baylor University 

Medical Center in Dallas, Texas and the Surgery Safety and Quality Officer since 

July 2020. His clinical and research interest include colorectal cancer and 

inflammatory bowel disease. 

Email: Alessandro.Fichera@BSWHealth.org | Twitter: @FicheraAlessand 

 

 

Fiorino, Kristin, MD, is an Associate Professor of Pediatrics at The University of 

Pennsylvania and a Pediatric Gastroenterologist at The Children’s Hospital of 

Philadelphia. She is also the Assistant Director of the Lustgarten Motility Center. 

Coupled with her devotion to the helping kids feel better from a digestive 

viewpoint, she has a keen interest in intestinal motility disorders including 

colorectal and aerodigestive disease processes.  Her enthusiasm in 

neurogastroenterology and motility stems from my interest in neuromodulation 

and medical management of surgical gastroenterology procedures. 

Email: fiorino@email.chop.edu 

mailto:eren.esen@nyulangone.org
mailto:russell.farmer@louisville.edu
mailto:Alessandro.Fichera@BSWHealth.org
mailto:fiorino@email.chop.edu


Fleming, Fergal is a colorectal surgeon and an Associate Professor of Surgery and 

Oncology at the University of Rochester Medical Center.  He has an academic 

interest in surgical care delivery with a focus on behavioral change interventions 

at the time of surgery. He is currently completing a pilot study exploring the 

feasibility of delivering an exercise program for patients scheduled for colorectal 

resection (prehabilitation). He is Clinical Director for Surgical Health Outcomes 

and Research Enterprise (SHORE), a surgically focused health outcomes group at 

the University of Rochester.  

He holds a leadership role within the Upstate New York Surgical Quality Initiative 

(UNYSQI), which is a colorectal focused NSQIP collaborative of 18 hospitals in 

Upstate New York. He is the outgoing Chair of the Research Committee of the 

American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons (ASCRS).  In addition, he serves as 

a Member of Executive Council Commission on Cancer (CoC) Steering group for 

the National Accreditation Program for Rectal Cancer (NAPRC). 

Email: fergal_fleming@urmc.rochester.edu| Twitter: @fergaljfleming 

 

 

 

Fleshman, James W., MD, Sparkman Endowed Professor & Chairman, 

Department of Surgery, Baylor University Medical Center, and Texas A&M School 

of Medicine, Dallas, Texas.  Dr. Fleshman completed medical school and surgery 

residency at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri, and 

Colon Rectal Surgery Fellowship at the University of Toronto.  He served as 

President of the ABCRS, the Research Foundation of the ASCRS, and the ASCRS.  

He served as ASCRS representative to the Board of Governors of the ACS, and the 

Chairman of the Communications Pillar for the Executive Council of the Board of 

Governors.  

He has developed an international reputation in the laparoscopic 

treatment of colorectal cancer, training of surgeons in laparoscopic resection of 

colorectal problems, and development of randomized controlled trials to evaluate 

the use of laparoscopic techniques in the treatment of colorectal cancer.  As a 

clinical surgeon, his interests focus on improving patient outcomes through new 

technology and quality assurance of surgical techniques.  He participated in, 

helped design and led multicenter randomized clinical trials throughout his 

career.  He developed educational tools for surgical training and credentialing.  He 

is focused on the development of leaders in surgery and established a curriculum 

for training leaders in the Department of Surgery at Baylor.   

Email: james.fleshman@bswhealth.org 

 

 

 

Dr. Frezin, Julie graduated from medical school in Brussels in 2012. She did her 

residency in general surgery in Belgium including one year of colorectal surgery 

with Pr. Kartheuser ‘s team in Cliniques Universitaires Saint Luc Brussels. Before 

starting her practice in Charleroi, Belgium, she did a one-year fellowship in 

colorectal surgery with Laval University’s team in Quebec, Canada.  

Email: juliefrezin@gmail.com  
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Dr. Fry, Robert trained in general surgery at Washington University and did his 

CRS residency at the Cleveland Clinic with Rupert Turnbull.  His career was 

distinguished by service in the Air Force, practice in St. Louis, and finally 

recruitment to Philadelphia where he served as Division Chief of Colon and Rectal 

Surgery at Thomas Jefferson Hospital and subsequently founded the Division of 

Colon and Rectal Surgery at the University of Pennsylvania.   Dr. Fry has a 

tremendous record of service &  leadership in ASCRS and has been both President 

of ASCRS and ABCRS among many other positions where he has affected the 

course of our Society.   He has helped found two colorectal training programs and 

has published extensively, particularly about rectal cancer.  He is internationally 

known for being a wise mentor, a good friend, and a “surgeon’s surgeon.”  He has 

a long legacy of service to ASCRS and mentorship for many in our society and 

beyond.  He is an avid and fabulous wildlife photographer & a Civil War historian.   

Email: robertdfry@icloud.com 

 

 

Gachabayov, Mahir, MD, PhD, is a Research Scholar of the Department of Surgery 

at New York Medical College. He received medical degree at Azerbaijan Medical 

University in Baku, Azerbaijan, after which he received PhD degree at North-

Western State Medical University (Mechnikov University) in Saint-Petersburg, 

Russia. His main research interests are summary design studies, evidence 

synthesis, colorectal, and hernia surgery. 

Email: gachabayovmahir@gmail.com  

 

 

Gahagan, John V., MD, is a Clinical Assistant Professor of Surgery at Stanford 

University. He practices at both Stanford Hospital and Stanford ValleyCare, where 

he treats the broad spectrum of colorectal diseases. In this position, he is working 

to establish a colorectal specialty presence at the ValleyCare campus. He is a 

member of the ASCRS Residents Committee and the Young Surgeons Committee, 

as well as a member of the Stanford ValleyCare Cancer Committee, Operating 

Room Committee and Infection Control Committee. 

Email: jgahagan@stanford.edu 

 

 

Garcia-Aguilar, Julio, MD, PhD, as Chief of the Colorectal Service at Memorial 

Sloan Kettering since 2012, leads a team of eight surgeons and directs the team’s 

clinical and research programs. He is also Co-Director of the Colorectal Disease 

Management Team and Director of MSK’s Colorectal Cancer Research Center. 

From 2008 to 2012, he was Chair of the Department of Surgery at the City of Hope 

National Medical Center. Prior to that, he served on the faculties of Complutense 

University, the University of Minnesota, and the University of California, San 

Francisco, and as Surgeon-in-Chief of the UCSF Helen Diller Family Comprehensive 

Cancer Center. He has co-authored 130 research articles and 75 review chapters 

and has served on the editorial boards of the journals Annals of Surgical Oncology 

and Diseases of the Colon and Rectum and as President of the Research 

Foundation of the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons. 

Email: garciaaj@mskcc.org 
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Garfinkle, Richard is a PGY-3 General Surgery resident at McGill University in 

Montreal, Quebec, Canada. He has been an active member of ASCRS since 2013, 

and has attended and presented at each annual meeting since then. In 2017, he 

took dedicated time away from clinical duties to pursue an MSc in Epidemiology 

&  PhD in Experimental Surgery. His clinical research focuses on the outcomes of 

Colorectal Surgery patients, with a particular interest in rectal cancer and 

diverticulitis. Richard is planning on pursuing a Colon and Rectal Surgery 

fellowship in the coming years, & hopes to maintain an academic, research-driven 

Colorectal Surgery practice thereafter. 

Email: richard.garfinkle@mail.mcgill.ca 

 

 

 

Gasior, Alessandra C., DO is a board-certified colon and rectal surgeon in 

Columbus, OH. She earned her medical degree at KCUMB in Kansas City, Missouri 

followed by Residency training at Kansas University Medical Center in Kansas City, 

Kansas. She subsequently completed a Surgical Scholar fellowship and Pediatric 

Trauma/Critical Care fellowship at Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City, 

Pediatric Minimally invasive surgery fellowship and Pediatric Colorectal 

Fellowship at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. Dr. Gasior completed an Adult 

Colorectal Surgery Fellowship at The Ohio State University. Dr. Gasior is board 

certified in general surgery, critical care surgery and colorectal surgery. Career 

interests are congenital colorectal transitional programs for pediatric and adult 

patients particularly in anorectal malformations, Hirschsprung disease and 

inflammatory bowel disease. 

Email: drgasior@gmail.com | Twitter: Dr_Alessandra_G 

 

 

 

Ginesi, Meridith, M.D. completed medical school at Ohio State University College 

of Medicine. She went on to do her general surgery residency at Summa Akron 

City Hospital, finishing in 2020. She is currently pursuing a combine research and 

minimally invasive colorectal fellowship at University Hospitals in Cleveland, with 

the hopes of pursuing a career in colorectal surgery. 

Email: meridith.ginesi@uhhospitals.org 

 

 

 

Dr. Goldstein, Lindsey is a graduate of the University of Miami Miller School of 

Medicine. She completed her residency at the University of Florida before 

fellowship in Colon and Rectal Surgery at Brown University. Today, Dr. Goldstein 

is a Assistant Professor with the Department of Surgery at the University of Florida 

and Acting Chief of Surgery at the Malcolm Randall VA Medical Center.   

Email: LindseyEGoldstein@gmail.com | Twitter: @RainQueenLG 

 

 

 

mailto:richard.garfinkle@mail.mcgill.ca
mailto:drgasior@gmail.com
mailto:meridith.ginesi@uhhospitals.org
mailto:LindseyEGoldstein@gmail.com


Goldstone, Stephen E., M.D. is a Fellow of the American College of Surgeons and 

an active member of the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons.  He 

attended the State University of NY at Albany and graduated Summa Cum Laude 

and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  He attended the Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine where he was elected to Alpha Omega Alpha, the medical honor society.  

He completed a surgery residency at the Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center and served as Chief Resident for the last 

two years of his residency.  He is an Assistant Clinical Professor of Surgery at The 

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai and has a surgical practice in New York 

City. He has spoken at conferences around the world and has done extensive 

research on human papillomavirus (HPV). His work has been published in many 

prestigious medical journals. He has developed a surgical technique to treat anal 

HPV dysplasia and is currently involved in testing both prevention and treatment 

procedures for HPV.  He is a member of the AIDS Malignancy Consortium.  Dr. 

Goldstone is an expert on gay men’s health and authored the best-selling book 

The Ins and Outs of Gay Sex -- A Medical Handbook for Men. He is Past-President 

of the Albert Einstein College of Medicine Alumni Board of Governors as well as 

past president of the International Anal Neoplasia Society.  He resides in New York 

City with his husband.  

Email: rgoldstone@partners.org 

 

 

 

Gollub, Marc J. is a Professor of Radiology in the Department of radiology at 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (Weill-Cornell Medical College of 

Presbyterian New York Hospital affiliate). He has specialized in GI Radiology for 27 

years at MSKCC.   

His research focuses on identifying predictive and prognostic imaging 

biomarkers in colon and rectal cancer using MRI and CT. He is co-author of the 

leading rectal imaging guideline consensus statements and the lead radiologist on 

the now completed PROSPECT (NCT01515787). He is also a past member of NCI’s 

recto-anal task force and lead radiologist on the OPRA (NCT020086560), and the 

TNT (NCT03177382) studies, also aimed at personalizing care for rectal cancer 

patients. He is Director of the Rectal Cancer Disease Focused Panel (DFP) at the 

Society of Abdominal Radiology which promotes multispecialty cooperation and 

research. This consortium of radiologists from 30 centers of excellence around 

the USA, Europe, Canada, India and Brazil has been heavily involved in education 

via hands-on rectal cancer MRI training workshops.  

Email: gollubm@mskcc.org 

 

 

 

Dr. González Abós, Carolina is a 3rd year resident of General Surgery in Hospital 

Clinic of Barcelona (Spain). She is a team member of AIS Channel and teaching 

collaborator of the University of Barcelona. She is very interested in emerging 

technologies and is currently participating in two lines of research focused on 

peritoneal carcinomatosis and colorectal anastomosis. 

Email: carol.gonzaleza@gmail.com 
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Gorfine, Stephen R., MD is a colorectal surgeon at New York’s Mount Sinai 

Medical Center and a Professor of Surgery in the Division of Colon and Rectal 

Surgery of the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. He graduated from 

Cornell University with a BA in chemistry. He attended the University of 

Massachusetts Medical School, and then completed residencies in Internal 

Medicine and General Surgery at The Mount Sinai Hospital in New York. Dr. 

Gorfine completed his residency in colon and rectal surgery at the Ferguson Clinic 

in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He is triple board certified in internal medicine, 

general surgery and colon and rectal surgery. Dr. Gorfine’s clinical interests have 

focused on anorectal diseases and IBD. 

Email: srgny001@gmail.com 

 

Griffin, John A., MD, FACS, FASCRS, FACLM is currently a full-time colon and rectal 

surgeon at the Swedish Cancer Institute in Seattle, WA. He is Chair of the 

Commission on Cancer at that institute and is also the Director of Research for 

their CRS Residency. It is through his past experience as a Program Director for 

CRS Residency and his current experiences with CRS and general surgery residents 

that he has developed an interest in the practical aspects of ethics in 

professionals’ day-to-day interactions with patients and their families as well as 

partners and staff and their respective communities. He is married with 2 children 

and enjoys reading, chocolate, running, rally car racing and hockey. 

Email: John.Griffin3@swedish.org 

 

Dr. Grimm, Leander Jr., MD, FACS, FASCRS, is an Associate Professor in the 

Department of Surgery, Division of Colon & Rectal Surgery at the University of 

South Alabama in Mobile, AL, where he also serves as the Program Director of the 

General Surgery Residency.  He graduated from medical school at the University 

of TX in Houston, completed his General Surgery Residency at the University of 

Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), and his Colon & Rectal Surgery Residency at Baylor 

University Medical Center in Dallas, TX.   

Email: lgrimm@health.southalabama.edu 

 

Hanna, David joined the Vanderbilt University Medical Center general surgery 

program in 2017 after graduating from the University of Maryland School of 

Medicine. He is currently a postdoctoral research fellow in a lab conducting basic 

science and translational research involving tumor progression in colorectal in the 

context of SMAD4 loss. Dr. Hanna is also involved in colorectal and peritoneal 

malignances outcomes research. 

Email: david.n.hanna@vumc.org  

 

Hardiman, Karin, MD, PhD is an Associate Professor of Surgery in the Division of 

Gastrointestinal Surgery at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. She was 

recruited from the University of Michigan in 2019 where she was in academic 

practice for 8 years. Dr. Hardiman’s practices at the Birmingham VA and the 

University Hospital. Her clinical interests are in colorectal cancer, anal cancer, 

inflammatory bowel disease and anorectal disease. She utilizes minimally invasive 

surgery where possible.  

Dr. Hardiman’s primary research interests are in improving the 

treatment of colon and rectal cancer via basic and translational research. She has 

an NIH funded laboratory studying the role of intra-tumor genetic heterogeneity 

in colorectal cancer metastasis and response to therapy. She also investigates the 

importance of multidisciplinary cancer care and survivorship care. 

Email: khardiman@uabmc.edu | Twitter: @HardimanKarin 
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Harrison, Noah is a third-year medical student at the Vanderbilt University School 

of Medicine. He has been performing research with Dr. Alexander Hawkins since 

his first year, with a primary focus on patient-centered outcomes following 

surgery to treat benign disease of the colon and alimentary tract. Prior to 

matriculating at Vanderbilt University School of Medicine, Noah attended Harvard 

Medical School, where he earned a master’s degree in Immunology, and Harvard 

College, where he earned his bachelor’s degree in Molecular and Cellular Biology. 

Email: noah.j.harrison@vanderbilt.edu 

 

 

 

Hasler, Simone, MD is a colorectal surgeon at Kantonsspital Baden in Switzerland. 

After earning her MD from the medical faculty of Basel University, she completed 

her general surgery residency at St. Claraspital and Kantonsspital Baden in 

Switzerland. In 2015 she became an EBSQ coloproctology certified specialist. In 

2018, for her COFFEE Study, she was awarded the Jens J. Kirsch Preis at the 44th 

German Congress of Coloproctology in Munich, Germany. In 2019, with the same 

COFFEE Study, she won the Surgery Prize at the Annual Visceral Congress in 

Interlaken, Switzerland. 

Email: sgehrer@gmx.ch 

 

 

 

Hawkins, Alexander T., MD, MPH is an Assistant Professor of Surgery at the 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville, TN.  Dr. Hawkins received his 

medical degree from the University of Virginia and completed his general surgery 

training at the Massachusetts General Hospital in Boston, MA. He went on to 

serve a fellowship in Colon and Rectal Surgery at Barnes-Jewish Hospital in St 

Louis, MO.   He is an NIH-funded investigator who uses mixed-methods and 

patient reported outcomes to study the role of surgery in recurrent diverticulitis.   

His clinical focus is broad and includes colorectal cancer, inflammatory bowel 

disease and ano-rectal issues.  

Email: alex.hawkins@vumc.org | Twitter: @alexhawkinsmd 

 

 

 

Hayden, Dana born in Chicago, went to Lincoln Park International Baccalaureate 

Program and attended University of Virginia, obtaining a B.A. in English Literature. 

She obtained an MPH in epidemiology at the University of Illinois before attending 

Rush Medical College. Dr. Hayden stayed at Rush for general surgery, moving on 

to Cleveland Clinic Florida for colorectal fellowship. She returned to Rush as 

assistant professor and during this time, her research evaluating rectal cancer 

after radiation led to winning the Impact Paper of the Year for Diseases of the 

Colon and Rectum. Dr. Hayden moved to Loyola University Medical Center for 5 

years until returning to Rush three years ago to serve as chief of the Division of 

Colon and Rectal Surgery and the director of the Rush Cook County Collaborative 

for Outcomes Research. Her research is focused on rectal cancer, “pre-

habilitation” and health disparities in colorectal cancer and surgical care. 

Email: Dhayden21@gmail.com | Twitter: @dmhayden21 
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Hayden, Joshua is a current fourth-year medical student at the Duke University 

School of Medicine. He is applying for a residency position in the 2021 Urology 

Residency Match. His research interests include topics in reconstructive urology 

such as lichen sclerosus and rectourethral fistula; he is specifically focused on 

management strategies and patient reported outcomes for these complex 

urologic conditions. 

Email: jph48@duke.edu 

 

 

He, Shengliang graduated from Shanghai Medical College of Fudan University, 

Sheng He is currently a PGY4 General Surgery resident at Mayo Clinic Arizona. 

Sheng is interested in colorectal cancer and plans on pursuing  

colorectal fellowship this year. 

Email: allenhsl8@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Hendren, Samantha, MD, MPH, FACS, FASCRS is Associate Professor at the 

University of Michigan and Surgical Director of the Multidisciplinary Colorectal 

Cancer Program at the Rogel Cancer Center.  She chairs the American Society of 

Colon and Rectal Surgeons' Rectal Cancer Committee, and is on the executive 

committee of the American College of Surgeons' National Accreditation Program 

for Rectal Cancer.  Her research program focuses on quality of care for colorectal 

cancer, understanding and preventing complications after colorectal surgery, 

healthcare disparities, and functional problems affecting cancer survivors.  She is 

the Associate Director of the Michigan Surgical Quality Collaborative. 

Email: hendren@med.umich.edu | Twitter: @SamanthaHendre2 

 

 

 

Herritt, Brian, MD is from attended the University of Oklahoma for his 

undergraduate degree and MD.  He is currently a 4th year resident at LSU HSC in 

New Orleans, LA, and as aspirations of pursing a career in MIS. 

Email: bherr2@lsuhsc.edu 

 

 

 

Hoedema, Rebecca E. is the current Colorectal Surgery Fellowship Program 

Director at Spectrum Health/Michigan State University, formerly The Ferguson 

Clinic.  She is also an Associate Professor of Surgery at Michigan State University 

College of Human Medicine.  She attended Indiana University for her 

undergraduate education with completion of both a master’s degree and her 

medical degree at Indiana University School of Medicine.  She received both her 

general surgery and fellowship training at Spectrum Health/Michigan State 

University.  She became the first female faculty within the Spectrum Health 

colorectal surgery group.  She has a very busy, broad clinical practice with an 

emphasis on medical education and is a member of the Residency Review 

Committee through the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education for 

colorectal surgery.  She is actively involved in ASCRS and is also a current member 

of the American Board of Colon and Rectal surgery.  

Email: rebecca.hoedema@spectrumhealth.org 
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Hoffman, Rebecca L., MD, MSCE is currently a colon and rectal surgeon and the 

Vice Chair of Education &  Research for the Surgery Institute at Geisinger Medical 

Center in Danville, PA. She is also Assistant Professor of Surgery at Geisinger 

Commonwealth School of Medicine. She completed her general surgery residency 

training at the University of Pennsylvania, where she also earned a Master’s 

Degree in Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics and certificates in medical 

education and quality & healthcare leadership. She completed her colorectal 

residency at Washington University in St. Louis. Her research interests include 

understanding engagement &  motivation in surgical education, the genetic and 

clinical aspects of diverticulitis, and access to care in rectal cancer. She has two 

phenomenal children, Noah & Lily, and one husband who keeps it all together. 

Email: rlhoffman@geisinger.edu | Twitter: @drbeckyhoffman 

 

Holleran, Tim is currently a clinical research fellow at the Veterans Affairs Medical 

Center in Washington, D.C. He has completed 2 clinical years of general surgery 

training at the MedStar Georgetown-Washington Hospital Center residency 

program and will be returning to clinical duties this year.  His research interests 

include surgical outcomes in the Veteran Affairs system, specifically how they 

have improved over time, and how they compare to the civilian sector.  He plans 

to pursue a fellowship in colon and rectal surgery after completion of general 

surgery residency.  Originally from the Philadelphia area, Tim completed medical 

school at Drexel College of Medicine before moving to D.C. for residency.  He 

currently lives with his fiancé, and enjoys cooking, weight-lifting and golf in his 

spare time. 

Email: tjh5293@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Hrebinko, Katherine received her undergraduate degree in accounting and 

international business from Georgetown University and went on to receive her 

MD at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. She returned to her 

hometown of Pittsburgh for residency training in general surgery. Her clinical 

interests including colorectal and minimally invasive surgery, with a particular 

interest in minimally invasive complex abdominal wall reconstruction. Her 

research interests include oncologic outcomes and cost-effectiveness. 

Email: hrebinkoka3@upmc.edu 

 

Dr. Hsieh, Christine is an Assistant Professor of Clinical Surgery in the Division of 

Colorectal Surgery at the University of Southern California/Keck School of 

Medicine. She earned her medical degree at Columbia University’s College of 

Physicians & Surgeons and completed general surgery residency at New York-

Presbyterian Hospital/Columbia University Medical Center. After fellowship 

training in colorectal surgery at USC, she stayed on as faculty, where she enjoys a 

diverse clinical practice with a focus on minimally invasive surgery, anorectal 

pathologies, and pelvic floor disorders. She has a particular interest in education, 

having completed a post-doctoral research fellowship in surgical education at 

Columbia University, and remains active in education initiatives for the USC 

general surgery and colorectal surgery training programs. 

Email: christine.hsieh@med.usc.edu 

 

Hu, Katherine, MD received her medical degree from the University of Iowa. She 

is currently in her fourth year of general surgery residency training at the Medical 

College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, WI. Upon graduation, she plans to pursue a 

fellowship and career in colorectal surgery. 

Email: kahu@mcw.edu 
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Dr. Huang, Emina is a practicing colorectal surgeon in the division of colorectal 

surgery in the department of surgery at the University of Texas Southwestern in 

Dallas, Texas. She is a tenured professor of surgery and serves as the Vice-Chair 

for Research. She has been funded by the NCI (NIH) since 2002 when she obtained 

her K08 and is the current principal investigator of both a U01 and an R01 from 

the NCI. Her research focuses on the relationship between inflammation and 

colorectal oncogenesis. 

Email: huange2@ccf.org 

 

 

 

Hull, Tracy is professor of surgery at the Lerner College of Medicine of Case 

Western Reserve University.  She is also the holder of the Thomas and Sandra 

Sullivan Family Endowed Chair in Inflammatory Bowel Disease.  She has been a 

member of the Department of Colon and Rectal Surgery at the Cleveland Clinic 

Foundation in Cleveland, Ohio since 1993. She is Department of Colon and Rectal 

Surgery Vice-Chair for Staff and Trainee Development.  She recently completed 

her term on the Board of Governors for the Cleveland Clinic enterprise. 

She has authored or co-authored on over 200 peer reviewed articles and 

over 60 book chapters.  She has been the editor on several textbooks covering 

colon and rectal surgery including two of the editions of the ASCRS Textbook of 

Colon and Rectal Surgery.  She has a diverse practice that includes most aspects 

of colon and rectal surgery including colon and rectal cancer, ulcerative colitis, 

Crohn’s disease, pelvic floor dysfunction, and diverticulitis. Even though she 

performs all types of surgery (both open and laparoscoic) for colorectal problems, 

she specializes in redo surgery including redo pelvic pouches and rectovaginal 

fistula repairs.  Dr. Hull is a member of numerous professional societies and has 

most recently served as ASCRS President.  

Email: Hullt@ccf.org 

 

 

 

Dr. Hyman, Neil received his BA from the University of Pennsylvania in 1980 and 

his M.D. from the University of Vermont College of Medicine in 1984.  He 

completed his surgical residency at the Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York, 

New York, &  his colon and rectal fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in 

Cleveland, OH. 

Dr. Hyman is Professor of Surgery, Chief of the Section of Colon and 

Rectal Surgery and Co-director of the Center for Digestive Diseases at the 

University of Chicago Medicine.  He has authored more than 200 peer-reviewed 

original articles or textbook chapters. He is President of the American Society of 

Colon and Rectal Surgeons, Director of the American Board of Colon and Rectal 

Surgery, serves on the Editorial Board of the Annals of Surgery, as Co-Editor of 

Journal of Gastrointestinal Surgery and as the Co-chair for the Crohn’s and Colitis 

Surgery Research Alliance. 

He is the recipient of many teaching awards including Clinical Teacher of 

the Year, University of Vermont, College of Medicine.  He was also designated as 

Master Clinician at the Bucksbaum Institute for Clinical Excellence of the 

University of Chicago. 

Email: nhyman@surgery.bsd.uchicago.edu 
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Irani, Jennifer is a member of the Section of Colon and Rectal Surgery at Brigham 

and Women’s Hospital (BWH) and Dana-Farber/Brigham and Women’s Cancer 

Center (DF/BWCC).   Dr. Irani received her medical degree from University of 

Pennsylvania School of Medicine (Philadelphia, PA) and completed a general 

surgery residency at Brigham and Women’s Hospital (Boston, MA).  She 

completed a fellowship in colon & rectal surgery at University of Minnesota. 

Email:  jirani@bwh.harvard.edu 

 

 

 

Dr. Jafari, Mehraneh Dorna is an Assistant Professor of Surgery at the University 

of California Irvine.  She completed her fellowship in Colon & Rectal Surgery at 

New York Presbyterian - Weill Cornell/ Columbia Medical Center and Memorial 

Sloan Kettering Cancer Center in July 2016.  She completed her internship and 

residency at General Surgery at University of California, Irvine.  She received her 

medical degree from Drexel University, College of Medicine in Philadelphia, PA.   

   Dr. Jafari’s clinical interests include colon, rectal and anal cancer, 

recurrent cancer, Ulcerative colitis, Crohn’s disease, diverticulitis, colon and rectal 

polyps, rectal prolapse and peritoneal surface malignancies. 

Her major interests include work and research in conflict of interest in academic 

publications, colon cancer preventive trials and outcomes research for both 

benign and malignant colorectal surgery.  She has received numerous academic 

and research awards.  She is currently the Associate Program Director of the 

colorectal surgery fellowship and Associate Director of Surgical education at 

University of California, Irvine. 

Email: jafarim@uci.edu | Twitter: @D_JafariMD 

 

 

 

Kanters, Arielle E., MD, MS, is a current colorectal surgery fellow at The Cleveland 

Clinic Foundation, and a graduate of the University of Michigan general surgery 

residency program. Her research interests include evaluating and improving the 

quality of surgical and oncologic care in colorectal cancer patients. 

Email: arikanters@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Kapadia, Muneera MD, MME is an Associate Professor. She attended medical 

school at the University of Michigan. She completed general surgery residency at 

Northwestern University and colorectal fellowship at the University of Minnesota. 

She practiced at the University of Iowa for nearly ten years and during that time 

she earned a master’s degree in medical education. Dr. Kapadia joined the 

University of North Carolina in April 2020 and serves as Associate Vice Chair of 

Education for the Department of Surgery. In addition to her clinical and 

educational roles, she has a special interest in patient-related communication 

skills. Her clinical practice is in colorectal surgery with a focus on inflammatory 

bowel disease. 

Email: muneera_kapadia@med.unc.edu | Twitter: @muneerakapadia 
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Kaplan, Jennifer, MD, MAS is a colon and rectal surgeon at Virginia Mason 

Medical Center in Seattle, WA. Dr. Kaplan received her undergraduate B.S. from 

UCLA and M.D. from Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine. She 

completed her general surgery residency at UCSF and her fellowship in colon and 

rectal surgery at the University of Minnesota. She treats a wide range of colon 

and rectal problems and is involved in pre-habilitation and pelvic floor research 

projects. 

Email: Jenny.Kaplan@virginiamason.org 

 

 

Dr. Kavalukas, Sandra is originally from Pittsburgh and came to Louisville after 

completing her General Surgery Residency at Vanderbilt University and Colorectal 

Surgery Fellowship at Cleveland Clinic Florida. 

Her clinical interests include inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), colorectal and 

anal cancer, constipation/motility disorders, diverticulitis, and anorectal 

problems. She performs both laparoscopic and robotic surgery. With an academic 

appointment at the University of Louisville, she is involved in educating medical 

students as well as the clinical training of residents and fellows. 

Academically, her background research is in wound healing and 

fibrotic/inflammatory pathways, which she intends on extending into the realm 

of inflammatory bowel disease as well as exploring interactions with the 

microbiome. She sits on numerous committees for the American Society of Colon 

and Rectal Surgery and is a regular manuscript reviewer for several peer-reviewed 

journals in the colorectal field.  

Email: sandykava@gmail.com | Twitter: @sandykava 

 

 

Keller, Deborah Susan is Clinical Associate Professor and Surgical Scientist in the 

Division of Colorectal Surgery at University of California, Davis Medical Center.  Dr. 

Keller’s clinical practice specializes in minimally invasive approaches for colorectal 

cancer, inflammatory bowel disease, and pelvic floor disorders. She is a dedicated 

researcher, focused on enhanced recovery, developing/integrating new 

technology, functional outcomes, and developing standards for cancer care. Her 

research has been awarded an NCI K-grant, the Columbia Surgery Junior Faculty 

award, and the SAGES Young Investigator of the Year award. Outside of the 

hospital, Dr. Keller is actively involved in patient and surgical society advocacy, 

representing the Colorectal Cancer Alliance, ESCP, ACPGBI, SAGES, ACS, and SSAT. 

For ASCRS, she serves on the Young Researcher, Young Surgeons, Clinical Practice 

Guidelines, and Program Committees. 

Email: debbykeller@gmail.com |Twitter: @debby_keller 

 

 

Kelley, Katherine, MD is a board-certified surgeon with Bronson Healthcare 

Group. She is a graduate of the University of Pittsburgh and Medical College of 

Wisconsin. She completed her residency in general surgery at Oregon Health and 

Science University in Portland, Oregon. At OHSU, she was involved in colorectal 

cancer research and patient education. She also served on the Surgical Education 

Committee. She completed her fellowship in colorectal surgery at Spectrum 

Health in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Her clinical and teaching interests include 

colorectal cancer, benign anal disease, pelvic floor dysfunction, and inflammatory 

bowel disease. 

Email: kakelley87@gmail.com 
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Dr. Kennedy, Erin is a colorectal surgeon at Sinai Health System and a Professor 

of Surgery and the Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation at the 

University of Toronto.  She completed her general surgery residency and 

colorectal fellowship at the University of Toronto and during this time she earned 

her PhD as part of the Surgical Scientist Training Program.  She is currently the 

Head, Division of General Surgery at Sinai Health System and the Ontario GI 

Cancers Lead at Ontario Health-Cancer Care Ontario.  Her primary research 

interests are quality of care and management of rectal cancer.   

Email: erin.kennedy@sinaihealth.ca 

 

 

Kennedy, Greg, MD, PhD graduated from the University of Washington School of 

Medicine and received his PhD in cancer biology from the University of Wisconsin 

where he also completed his general surgery training.  He completed a fellowship 

in colon and rectal surgery at the Mayo Clinic.  He is currently the John H. Blue 

Chair of General Surgery and the Director of Gastrointestinal Surgery and the 

University of Alabama in Birmingham. Greg has served as the President of the 

Society of University Surgeons and the Recorder of the Society for Surgery of the 

Alimentary Tract.  

Email: gkennedy@uabmc.edu 

 

 

Dr. Khanduja, Karamjit Koko S., MBBS, FACS, FASCRS, has been a teaching 

colorectal surgeon in Columbus, Ohio, since 1986. He was the Research Director 

of the Grant Medical Center colorectal fellowship program from 1986 to 2011. He 

helped establish the Colorectal Fellowship at Mount Carmel Health and was its 

Program Director from 2012 to 2020. Dr. Khanduja has an interest in 

reconstructive surgery of the anorectal area and has served in various committees 

of the ASCRS. 

Email: crskoko@aol.com 

 

Kim, Young Il is a clinical fellow at Asan Medical Center, South Korea, where he is 

training and performing a wide range of colorectal surgeries. He completed his 

internship and residency at Asan Medical Center. Dr. Kim is board certified by the 

Korean Surgical Society and the Korean Society of Coloproctology. He has 

published a variety of papers in the field of general surgery including colorectal 

diseases. 

Email: illie8246@gmail.com  

 

 

Kimura, Cintia is a colorectal surgeon and PhD candidate from Hospital das 

Clínicas da Faculdade de Medicina da Universidade de São Paulo, in São Paulo, 

Brazil. Her main clinical and research interests are on anal cancer screening, 

management of anal intraepithelial neoplasia, and management of rectal 

adenomas and early adenocarcinomas. 

Email: cintia.msk@gmail.com 
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Dr. Kling, Sarah is a third-year general surgery resident at Temple University 

Hospital in Philadelphia, PA.  She earned her Medical Degree from Sidney Kimmel 

Medical College at Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, PA and earned 

her Bachelor of Arts degree in Zoology with a minor in Mathematics from Miami 

University in Oxford, OH.  She is currently pursuing a Master of Public Health 

degree with a focus in Health Policy and Management from Temple University 

while embarking on two dedicated research years before completing her clinical 

surgical training.  Dr. Kling’s research endeavors largely focus on the field of Colon 

and Rectal Surgery as she plans to pursue this career path upon completion of her 

general surgery residency. 

Email: sarah.kling@tuhs.temple.edu | Twitter: @skling_md  

 

 

Koller, Sarah, MD, MS earned a B.S. in Biology from Villanova University and a 

medical degree from Drexel University College of Medicine. She completed a 

general surgery residency at Temple University Hospital, during which time she 

also earned a Master of Science in Clinical Research. Dr. Koller completed 

fellowship training in Colon and Rectal Surgery at the University of Southern 

California and is currently an Assistant Professor of Surgery at the same 

institution. Her research interests include endoluminal surgery, medical student 

and resident education, and post-operative outcomes.  

Email: sarah.e.koller@gmail.com 

 

 

Dr. Kopar, Piroska earned her undergraduate degree in philosophy and history of 

science at the Great Books Program of St. John’s College in Annapolis, MD. She 

won a Robert W. Woodruff Scholarship to attend Emory University’s School of 

Medicine in Atlanta, GA, receiving her MD in 2007. Dr. Kopar trained in general 

surgery at Dartmouth Medical School in Lebanon, New Hampshire, followed by 

clinical fellowships in trauma and critical care surgery at Yale School of Medicine 

in New Haven, CT. During her research years in residency, Dr. Kopar was first an 

academic and then a research fellow at Harvard Medical School’s Division of 

Medical Ethics.  

Dr. Kopar joined the faculty of Washington University in Saint Louis 

School of Medicine in 2018 as assistant professor in Trauma, Acute and Critical 

care surgery. In 2018, she was named director for the Center for Humanism and 

Ethics in Surgical Specialties (CHESS) at Washington University, where she is 

currently developing a Surgical Ethics Fellowship, the first of its kind. She co-edits 

the web-based Ethics in Surgery Community of the American College of Surgeons 

and reviews ethics articles for several journals.  

Email: pkopar@wustl.edu 

 

 

Krane, Mukta MD, attended college at the University of Pennsylvania and then 

earned her medical degree at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York.  

She went on to Residency in General Surgery at the University of Chicago during 

which she completed a Research Fellowship in the Departments of Surgery.  She 

completed a Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship at the Lahey Clinic in Burlington, 

Massachusetts and then returned to the University of Chicago to join the faculty 

in the Department of Surgery.  She is current an Associate Professor in the 

Department of Surgery and the Section Chief of Colorectal Surgery at the 

University of Washington. 

Email: mkrane@uw.edu  

 

 

mailto:sarah.kling@tuhs.temple.edu
mailto:sarah.e.koller@gmail.com
mailto:pkopar@wustl.edu
mailto:mkrane@uw.edu


Dr. Kumar, Anjali is on a small team of leaders who are establishing a new medical 

school in her home state of Washington. As the Director of Surgical Education at 

the Elson S. Floyd College of Medicine at Washington State University, she 

supports faculty and students state-wide in areas of UME (undergraduate medical 

education), scholarly inquiry and discovery, CME and GME programming, and the 

creation of a University practice plan. 

For ASCRS, she serves on the History Committee and was the co-Chair of 

the Program Committee for the 2017 Annual Meeting. Prior to that she Chaired 

the ASCRS Young Surgeons Committee for three years and helped start the Mock 

Orals and More program. She is an 8-year member of the Research and Career 

Development Committee of SAGES, and oversees the Medical Student Summer 

Research Award program.  

Email: anju@wsu.edu | Twitter: @anjukumd 

 

 

Kwaan, Mary R., MD, MPH is a Health Sciences Clinical Associate Professor in the 

Department of Surgery at the  David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA 

where her practice is 80% clinical. She completed General Surgery training at the 

Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, MA, and in 2009, she completed Colon 

and Rectal Surgery Fellowship at University of Minnesota.  Her research interests 

include postoperative complications and use of ACS-NSQIP and other large 

databases to study outcomes in colorectal surgery. 

Email: mkwaan@mednet.ucla.edu 

 

 

Dr. Kwakye, Gifty is an Assistant Professor at University of Michigan where she 

serves as the Assistant Clerkship Director.  She obtained both her undergrad and 

medical degrees from Yale University, and holds a Master in Public Health from 

Johns Hopkins.  She completed her general surgery training at Brigham & 

Women’s/Harvard residency program, and colorectal fellowship at University of 

Minnesota. Her research interests lie in improving health disparities globally, 

tackling colorectal cancer screening and addressing treatment outcomes amongst 

populations in Africa and here in the US. She is currently conducting research on 

pelvic floor disorders that occur due to female genital circumcision. 

Email: gkwakye@umich.edu | Twitter: @Gifty_Kwakye_MD 

 

 

Lam, Jessica MD graduated from Loma Linda University School of Medicine, and 

is currently undergoing General Surgery residency training at Riverside University 

Health System in Riverside, CA. She is interested in pursuing colon and rectal 

surgery fellowship in the near future. 

Email: jessicalam.career@gmail.com  

 

 

Langenfeld, Sean, MD, FACS, FASCRS is the chief of colon and rectal surgery and 

an associate professor of surgery at the University of Nebraska Medical Center. 

He is a section editor for Diseases of the Colon and Rectum.  Research interests 

include minimally invasive colorectal surgery, social media, and online reputation 

management. 

Email: sean.langenfeld@unmc.edu | Twitter: @seanlangenfeld 
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Dr. Laryea, Jonathan A. is a Professor of Surgery in the Division of Colon & Rectal 

Surgery in the Department of Surgery at the University of Arkansas for Medical 

Sciences (UAMS) in Little Rock, Arkansas.  

He is board certified in General Surgery, Colorectal Surgery and Clinical 

Informatics. Dr. Laryea is the division Chief of Colorectal Surgery and he is the 

Medical Director of the Cancer Service Line at the Winthrop P. Rockefeller Cancer 

Institute. He also serves at the Arkansas State Chair for the Commission on 

Cancer. He is currently pursuing a Masters in Data Analytics. 

Email: jalaryea@uams.edu 

 

Le Leannec, Isabelle, M.D. M.Eng., joined the faculty at the NYU Grossman School 

of Medicine as an assistant professor in 2020.  She completed her fellowship in 

colon and rectal surgery at the University of Minnesota and her general surgery 

residency at the University of California San Francisco, with an intervening 

fellowship at IDEO in medical device and health systems design.  Her research 

interests include surgical innovation and quality improvement in colorectal 

surgery. 

Email: isabelle.leleannec@nyulangone.org  

 

Lee, Chun Hin Angus, MBBS & FRACS graduated from the University of Melbourne 

and obtained his general surgery fellowship in 2016. He subsequently underwent 

further training in colorectal surgery in Cabrini and Epworth hospital. In 2018, he 

travelled to Cleveland, Ohio and spent a year as international colorectal surgery 

fellow at the Cleveland Clinic. He then stayed on for another year as a clinical 

associate staff surgeon in colorectal surgery. His research interests include 

preoperative optimisation in patients undergoing colorectal surgery and 

improving surgical outcomes in IBD surgery. 

He is currently a staff surgeon in colorectal and general surgery at 

Bendigo Hospital  (Melbourne, Australia). 

Email: anguslch@gmail.com  

 

Lee, Grace C., MD is a chief resident in general surgery at the Massachusetts 

General Hospital. She will be attending colorectal fellowship at the Cleveland 

Clinic. Her clinical interests are wide-ranging and include colorectal and anal 

cancer, IBD, pelvic floor, diverticulitis, and benign anorectal disease. Her research 

interests are focused on quality improvement and optimizing postoperative 

outcomes, particularly in older adults undergoing colorectal surgery. 

Email: glee9@partners.org 

 

Lee, Pamela, MD, FACS, FASCRS is a private practice surgeon currently practicing 

in San Diego, CA.  She received her medical degree from Temple University School 

of Medicine and then completed her general surgery residency at Santa Barbara 

Cottage Hospital in Santa Barbara, CA.  She then did her Colon and Rectal 

fellowship training at Los Angeles County Hospital and the University of Southern 

California, graduating in 2011.  She practiced as a teaching attending after 

graduation for 5 years at her residency program before moving to private practice 

with the Sharp Rees Stealy Medical Group where she has been since 2015.  She 

has been a member of both the International Committee as well as the Young 

Surgeons Committee for ASCRS since becoming a fellow. 

Email: Pamela.Lee@sharp.com 
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Lee, Sung Gon, MD earned a B.S. in Biochemistry and Genetics from University of 

Georgia and a medical degree from Medical College of Georgia. He completed a 

general surgery residency at University of Tennessee at Knoxville. Dr. Lee is in 

colon and rectal surgery fellowship training at Colon and Rectal Clinic of Orlando 

(Orlando Health). His clinical and research interests include minimally invasive 

surgery, ERAS, multimodal pain management, and anorectal pathology.  

Email: sungleecrf@gmail.com 

 

 

Leeds, Ira is a Clinical Fellow in Colorectal Surgery at Cleveland Clinic Foundation. 

He attended Emory University for medical school before completing general 

surgery residency at The Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland. His 

clinical interests currently span colorectal surgery including complex pelvic 

surgery, inflammatory bowel disease, and anorectal disease. Specific research 

interests include healthcare delivery for underserved populations (anal cancer, 

medically comorbid surgical patients) with attention to how clinical decision 

support can leverage better surgical decision-making. This research often 

employs nontraditional methodological tools such as decision analysis, behavioral 

economic models, and implementation performance measures. Research aims 

ultimately focus on how we actively and passively motivate individuals to adopt 

best practices.  

Email: leedsi@ccf.org 

 

 

Dr. Li, Binghua is a 2-year general surgery resident at Creighton University. He 

obtained the MD degree from University of Pittsburgh in 2019. Dr. Li also has a 

PhD degree in molecular biology, and has published 16 peer-reviewed articles. He 

is interested in pursuing a career in colorectal surgery, especially in surgical 

treatment for colorectal cancers. 

Email: binghuali@creighton.edu 

 

 

Lightner, Amy is an Associate Professor of Surgery in the Department of Colon &  

Rectal Surgery at Cleveland Clinic, OH, the Associate Chair of Surgical Research, 

and is an Associate Professor of Inflammation & Immunity with a focus on 

regenerative therapy for Crohn’s disease.  Dr. Lightner received her B.A. in Human 

Biology from Stanford University, completed her surgical training in General 

Surgery at University of California at Los Angeles and post-doctoral work at 

Stanford University under a California Institute of Regenerative Medicine Training 

Grant focused on the differentiation pathways of embryonic stem cells.  After 

completing her fellowship at Mayo Clinic, she stayed on as surgical faculty, and 

was the Medical Director for the Center for Regenerative Medicine at Mayo Clinic. 

She was then recruited to Cleveland Clinic to focus on complex inflammatory 

bowel disease and continue her work in clinical trials and in the basic science 

laboratory. She has received extramural funding from the Crohn’s and Colitis 

Foundation, Cure for IBD, Rainin Foundation and American Society of Colon and 

Rectal Surgery.  She is a member of the editorial board of Inflammatory Bowel 

Diseases, Colorectal Disease, British Journal of Surgery, Crohn’s and Colitis 360, 

and Diseases of the Colon and Rectum,  the surgical co-chair for the Crohn’s and 

Colitis Foundation annual meeting, and is the associate chair of the inflammatory 

bowel disease committee, clinical practice guidelines committee, surgical 

research committee within the American Society of Colon &  Rectal Surgeons. 

Email: lightna@ccf.org 

 

mailto:sungleecrf@gmail.com
mailto:leedsi@ccf.org
mailto:binghuali@creighton.edu
mailto:lightna@ccf.org


 

 

Limpin, Emmanuel T., MD received his medical degree from the University of the 

Philippines College of Medicine. He is currently a senior resident-in-training in 

General Surgery at the Philippine General Hospital. 

Email: emantl619@gmail.com 

 

 

Lin, Mayin, DO, MPH received her medical degree from Western University of 

Health Sciences.  She completed her general surgery residency at New York-

Presbyterian/Queens and went on to complete her colon and rectal surgery 

fellowship at the State University of New York at Buffalo, Jacobs School of 

Medicine and Biomedical Sciences.  She is currently practicing as a colorectal 

surgeon at MercyOne in Des Moines, Iowa and is a clinical instructor in the 

Department of Surgery at Creighton University School of Medicine. 

Email: mayinlin@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Liu, Michael, MD is a board-certified colorectal surgeon at University Hospitals 

and a clinical assistant professor at Case Western Reserve University School of 

Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio. After receiving his undergraduate degree at the 

University of Chicago, Dr. Liu attended the Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of 

Medicine at Case Western Reserve University where he earned his medical 

doctorate with a special qualification in biomedical research. During his time in 

medical school, he completed a research fellowship at Washington University in 

Saint Louis School of Medicine as a Doris Duke Clinical Research Fellow. Dr. Liu 

completed his general surgery residency and colorectal surgery fellowship at the 

Cleveland Clinic.  After three years in private practice, he joined University 

Hospitals in 2020. His clinical interests include colorectal cancer, inflammatory 

bowel disease, diverticulitis, minimally invasive surgery and colonoscopy.  Dr. Liu’s 

other professional interests include medical education, research, and 

optimization of healthcare delivery. 

Email: mikehliu@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Liu, Wei, MD graduated from the University of Virginia School of Medicine and is 

currently a third-year resident in general surgery at MedStar Baltimore. She is 

interested in pursuing a fellowship in colorectal surgery. 

Email: wei.liu@medstar.net 

 

 

 

Loria, Anthony, MD completed medical school in 2019 at the Virginia 

Commonwealth University School of Medicine. He is a general surgery resident at 

the University of Rochester Medical Center beginning two years of academic 

development time at the Surgical Health Outcomes Research Enterprise (SHORE) 

in July 2021. 

Email: anthony_loria@urmc.rochester.edu 
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Lowenfeld, Lea, MD is a colorectal surgeon at New York-Presbyterian/Weill 

Cornell Medical Center and an Assistant Professor of Surgery in the Division of 

Colon and Rectal Surgery.  Dr Lowenfeld received her BA in Philosophy from 

Cornell University, received her medical degree from the Perelman School of 

Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, and continued her general surgery 

training at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.  During residency, she 

was awarded the Henle Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship to study cancer 

immunotherapy. After completing her general surgery residency, she completed 

fellowship training in Colon and Rectal Surgery at the University of Southern 

California. 

Email: lealowenfeld@gmail.com 

  

 

Dr. Ludwig, Kirk is the Vernon O. Underwood Professor and Chief of the Division 

of Colorectal Surgery at the Medical College of Wisconsin. He earned his 

undergraduate degree from John Carroll University and his medical degree from 

the University of Cincinnati. His General Surgery training was at the Medical 

College of Wisconsin where he spent a year doing basic science research in the 

Digestive Disease Center. He then went to the Cleveland Clinic Foundation in 

Cleveland, Ohio where he completed a Laparoscopic Colorectal fellowship and 

then a Colorectal Surgery residency. He was then recruited to Duke University in 

1996 where he became Chief of the Section of Gastrointestinal and Colorectal 

Surgery in 2004. In 2008 he returned to Milwaukee to assume his current position. 

Dr. Ludwig’s has a broad practice in colorectal surgery, but his focus, and much of 

his academic effort, is on the multidisciplinary management of rectal cancer and 

laparoscopic treatment of colon and rectal disease. His basic science research 

centers on GI motility and the brain-gut axis.  He has written extensively with 

more than 180 peer reviewed publications, 30 book chapters and numerous 

invited editorial comments. He has served as an Associate Editor for Diseases of 

the Colon and Rectum, edited volumes for both Clinics in Colon and Rectal Surgery 

and Seminars in Colon and Rectal Surgery. 

Email: kludwig@mcw.edu 

 

 

Lussiez, Alisha, MD earned her BSE from the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology and her MD from the University of Michigan. She is currently a fourth 

year General Surgery resident at the University of Michigan in her first of two 

years of academic development time. She is a fellow at the Center of Healthcare 

Outcomes & Policy and her research interests include barriers to colorectal cancer 

screening internationally and in US immigrants, resident education and quality of 

access to surgical care. 

Email: alussiez@med.umich.edu 

 

 

Madiedo, Andrea, MD completed her medical training at the Leonard M. Miller 

School of Medicine at the University of Miami. She is currently in her chief year of 

general surgery residency at Boston University Medical Center and upon 

graduation, will be pursuing a colorectal surgery fellowship at the University of 

Southern California. 

Email: andrea.madiedo@bmc.org  
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Dr. Mantilla, Nathalie, MD, FACS is an assistant professor of surgery at Rush 

University in Chicago, IL.  She is a board certified colon & rectal surgeon and 

founder of the Pelvic Floor Dysfunction Clinic at John H. Stroger Jr. Hospital in 

Chicago.  She completed her general surgery residency at the University of Illinois 

at Chicago, and a colon and rectal surgery fellowship at John Stroger Hospital of 

Cook County. Her main clinical and research interests are pelvic floor disorders. 

She also serves on various committees within professional societies. 

Email: nathaliemantilla@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Mathis, Kellie is an Associate Professor in the Department of Surgery at Mayo 

Clinic in Rochester, MN, where she specializes in the surgical management of 

patients with primary and recurrent colorectal and anal malignancies as well as 

inflammatory bowel diseases.  She graduated from the Texas Tech University 

School of Medicine in 2003 with her medical degree and completed surgical 

residency and fellowship at Mayo Clinic.  In 2012, she joined Mayo Clinic as faculty 

in the Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery.  Her research is focused on clinical 

outcomes following surgical therapies. She is the Program Director for the 

International Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship program and Associate 

Program Director for the Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship. She enjoys 

mentoring graduate students, medical students, residents and fellows with 

interests in surgery. 

Email: mathis.kellie@mayo.edu  

 

 

 

Dr. Matthews, Joselin Anandam is a board-certified colon and rectal surgeon in 

Dallas, Texas with an expertise in robotic and minimally invasive surgery. She 

earned her medical degree from UT Southwestern followed by general surgery 

residency also at UT Southwestern. She subsequently completed her fellowship 

training in colon and rectal surgery at Baylor University Medical Center in Dallas. 

She has been in academic surgery for nine years and has a wide-breadth of 

experience treating diseases of the colon, rectum, and anus as well as a research 

interest in enhanced recovery pathways and anal cancer. She is currently 

transitioning to private practice with Texas Oncology. In her spare time, she 

enjoys the arts, hiking, weightlifting, and traveling. 

Email: joselin_anandam@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

Maun, Dipen, MD graduated magna cum laude with a B.S. in Biomedical 

Engineering from Northwestern University. He received his medical degree from 

Northwestern Medical School and then completed his general surgery residency 

at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City where he served as administrative chief 

resident during his final year. He completed his colorectal residency in 2007 at 

Cleveland Clinic Florida and went on to become a staff surgeon at Franciscan 

Alliance Hospitals in Indianapolis, IN. He has a commitment to minimally invasive 

surgery including both laparoscopic and robotic surgery and was a significant 

contributor to the ACOSOG Z6051 trial. In 2012, he became program director of 

the only colorectal residency in Indiana in collaboration with Indiana University 

School of Medicine. 

Email: dipen.maun@gmail.com  
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McGee, Michael, MD, FACS, FASCRS is a colorectal surgeon at Northwestern 

Memorial Hospital and Associate Professor of Surgery at Northwestern University 

Feinberg School of Medicine. Prior to obtaining his medical degree at Drexel 

University, he was trained as a mechanical engineer. After completing general 

surgery training at Ceducation. He is an active member of several national surgical 

organizations, multiple editorial boards, and has authored over 50 publications 

and received multiple grants and awards for research, teaching, and humanism.  

Dr. McGee is the current chairperson for system-wide enhanced 

recovery programs at Northwestern Memorial Health Care and is co-chairperson 

of the general surgery health system clinical collaborative, which oversees clinical 

integration at Western Reserve University, Dr. McGee completed colorectal 

surgery fellowship at Cleveland Clinic.  While at Case Western, Dr. McGee 

completed the Dudley P. Allen Scholarship dedicated to clinical research in 

minimally invasive surgery and surgical endoscopy.  Dr. McGee’s clinical interests 

include complex re-operative abdominal surgery, minimally invasive colorectal 

surgery, surgical endoscopy, abdominal wall reconstruction, and anorectal 

surgery for cancer and inflammatory bowel disease. He is co-director of the 50+ 

hospital Illinois Surgical Quality Improvement Collaborative (ISQIC) where he led 

statewide quality improvement projects to reduce surgical site infections and 

developed a pre-habilitation program for surgical patients.  

Email: mmcgee1@nm.org | Twitter: @michaelfmcgee 

 

 

 

Dr. Mellgren, Anders is a graduate of Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, where he 

received his MD and PhD.  He has completed research and clinical fellowships in 

colon & rectal surgery at the University of Minnesota.  After returning to the USA, 

Dr. Mellgren has been Director of Research and Director of the Pelvic Floor Center 

at the University of Minnesota and in 2013 he was appointed Professor and Chief 

of Colon & Rectal Surgery at University of Illinois in Chicago. 

Dr. Mellgren interests include pelvic floor disorders and other colon & rectal 

diseases, surgical research and teaching. He has been an investigator in several 

studies on novel treatment options for fecal incontinence and he frequently 

presents at national and international meetings. Dr. Mellgren has served on the 

Executive Board of the European Society of Coloproctology and he is an Executive 

Board Member of International Society of University Colon & Rectal Surgeons. 

Email: anders.mellgren@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Mitchem, Jonathan B., MD, FACS is a Staff Surgeon at the Harry Truman Memorial 

Veterans’ Hospital, an Assistant Professor of Surgery, and a core faculty member 

in the Institute for Data Science and Informatics at the University of Missouri. He 

received his medical degree at the Ohio State University and did his general 

surgery residency at Washington University in St. Louis. From there, he went on 

to complete colon and rectal surgery residency at the Lahey Clinic. Dr. Mitchem 

has an active translational research lab funded by the Department of Veterans’ 

Affairs focused on understanding and augmenting the immune response in 

colorectal cancer. 

Email: mitchemj@health.missouri.edu | Twitter: @jbmitchem 
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M'Koma, Amosy is Associate Professor of Surgery, Pathology and Cancer Biology 

and Principal Investigator at Meharry Medical College School of Medicine, 

Department of Biochemistry, Cancer Biology, Neuroscience and Pharmacology 

and adjunct Associate Professor of Surgery at Vanderbilt University School of 

Medicine, Division of General Surgery, Colon and Rectal Surgery. Dr. M'Koma 

received medical training initiated and completed his M.D. degree at Kharkov 

Medical Institute in Kharkov, Ukraine and his postgraduate and surgical residency 

program at the Karolinska University Hospital, Huddinge, in Stockholm, Sweden. 

He was Board Certified in General Surgery (The Swedish Board of Health and 

Welfare). Dr. M'Koma pursued a Licentiate of Medical Science degree and a Ph.D. 

in Surgery from the Karolinska Nobel Institute in Stockholm, Sweden. Dr. M'Koma 

worked at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota as a Research Trainee in the 

field of Colon and Rectal Surgery in the areas of inflammatory bowel disease (IBD). 

His research efforts during this time related to an in-depth study of the scientific 

and clinical background of IBD and its maladies. Dr. M'Koma research interest is 

focused on the biopathophysiology of IBD, more specifically on molecular 

diagnostics and surgical management of ulcerative colitis (UC). The research is 

gravitated to gastrointestinal disease, relating to the restorative physiology of 

intestinal continuity after operation, restorative proctocolectomy and ileal pouch 

anal anastomosis. 

Email: amkoma@mmc.edu  

 

Moffatt-Bruce, Susan D., MD, FRCSC, PhD, MBA, FACS is the CEO of the Royal 

College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.   Previously she served as executive 

director of University Hospital and was the OSU Wexner Medical Center’s 

inaugural chief quality and patient safety officer. She is a professor of surgery at 

the University of Ottawa and the Ohio State University. 

She completed her undergraduate degree at McGill University and then attended 

medical school at Dalhousie University. During her General Surgery residency, she 

undertook a PhD in Transplant Immunology at the University of Cambridge, 

England. She then completed her fellowship in Cardiothoracic Surgery at Stanford 

University.  Dr. Moffatt-Bruce earned her Masters of Business Operational 

Excellence and her Executive MBA at the Fisher College of Business at the Ohio 

State University. Dr. Moffatt-Bruce is clinically interested in end-stage lung 

disease and she remains a federally funded Health Outcomes research scientist.   

Email: smoffattbruce@royalcollege.ca  

 

Moloo, Husein completed General Surgery Residency at Western University 

followed by a fellowship in Minimally Invasive Surgery and a Masters in 

Epidemiology at the University of Ottawa.  He then completed a fellowship in 

Colorectal Surgery at the University of Minnesota and recently graduated with a 

Masters in Public Health from Harvard.   

He has an interest in Quality Improvement, the organizational 

architecture to support it and the various ways functioning infrastructure can be 

leveraged to improve not only issues such as SSI/readmission but decreasing 

opioid use, and reducing our carbon footprint. Currently Section Head of 

Colorectal Surgery, Program Director of the Colorectal Fellowship, Vice Chair 

Quality and Patient Safety for the Department of Surgery at The University of 

Ottawa, is part of the steering committee for Surgical Quality with Health Ontario, 

on the board of directors of the Ontario Association of General Surgeons, on the 

exam executive for the General Surgery and Colorectal Surgery Royal College 

exams, President elect of the Canadian Society of Colorectal Surgeons, and on the 

editorial board for Diseases of the Colon and Rectum.   

Email: hmoloo@toh.ca } Twitter: @hmoloo 
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Dr. Montorfano, Lisandro is originally from Rosario, Argentina. He graduated with 

honors from the National University of Rosario School of Medicine. He then 

completed a two-year General Surgery Research fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic 

Florida before pursuing his General Surgery Residency at the same institution. Dr. 

Montorfano’s clinical and research interests include trauma and critical care, 

point of care ultrasound, rectal and anal cancer, and pelvic reconstruction 

Email: MONTORL@ccf.org  

 

 

Morelli, Luca, MD, FACS, FASCRS received his M.D. degree from Pisa University, 

in 1999. Beside a formal General Surgery Residency at University of Pisa, he 

completed a fellowship at the same University in surgical interventional 

ultrasound. In 2014, he became Fellow of American College of Surgeons and in 

2018 Fellow of American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons. 

In 2015, he become Associate Professor of Surgery at University of Pisa, and in 

2018 he obtained the National Scientific Qualification as Full Professor of Surgery. 

His surgical experience consists of more than 4000 surgical procedures 

as first operator including major oncologic surgery (pancreatectomies, 

hepatectomies, multivisceral resections), organ procurement for transplants 

(liver, pancreas and kidney), advanced laparoscopic and robotic surgery with 

particular interest for colorectal, HBP, upper GI and urologic surgery. 

Since 1999, he has written more than 300 scientific publications on several topics 

such as transplants, surgical oncology, interventional ultrasound, laparoscopic 

and robotic surgery. 

Email: luca.morelli@unipi.it  

 

 

Mujukian, Angela, MD is a Post-graduate Research Fellow for the Division of 

Colorectal Surgery at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center (CSMC). Angela currently works 

at the Inflammatory Bowel & Immunology Research Institute (IBIRI) at CSMC with 

a clinical focus on IBD in surgery. Dr. Mujukian received her medical and 

undergraduate degrees from St. George’s University and UCLA. She plans to enter 

General Surgery residency. 

Email: amujukian@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Murad-Regadas, Sthela, MD, PhD has experience with pelvic floor dysfunctions 

as well as endorectal, endoanal, endovaginal, translabial, dynamic ultrasound, 

different techniques and probes to assess the dysfunctions as well as benign and 

malignant anorectal disease. Her research focuses on the pelvic floor dysfunctions 

and assessing patients before and after surgery with anal sphincter division. 

Email: smregadas@hospitalsaocarlos.com.br  
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Dr. Naffouje, Samer A. earned his medical degree at the University of Damascus, 

School of Medicine in 2010. He completed two research fellowships after 

graduation; a Colorectal Surgery research fellowship at Mount Sinai / St. Luke's-

Roosevelt Hospital under Dr. Richard L. Whelan (2010-2012), and a Surgical 

Oncology research fellowship at the University of Illinois at Chicago under Drs. 

Tapas K. Das Gupta and George I. Salti (2015-2017). He completed his General 

Surgery residency training at the University of Illinois at Chicago Hospital and 

Health Sciences System (2012-2019) and is currently undergoing Complex General 

Surgical Oncology fellowship training at Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa, FL.  

He held 3 grants during his research training including an institutional Pillsbury 

Grant at the University of Illinois for student surgeon-scientists, DoD Level-II 

Breakthrough Award, and NIH R-01 grant in intraoperative fluorescence imaging.  

Dr. Naffouje's clinical research interest resides in analyzing large 

institutional and national data registries to study immediate postoperative 

outcomes of surgical techniques and the long-term survival of cancer patients 

receiving various treatment modalities. 

Email: Samer.Naffouje@moffitt.org  

 

 

Nelms, David W., MD received his medical degree from the University of Iowa in 

2013.  He completed general surgery residency at Iowa Methodist in Des Moines, 

IA followed by colorectal surgery fellowship at the Ochsner Clinic in New Orleans, 

LA.  Currently, he is a staff surgeon at Gundersen Health System in La Crosse, WI. 

Email: dwnelms@gundersenhealth.org  

 

 

Newton, Carla, MD completed her medical training at Texas A&M Health Science 

Center College of Medicine. She is a current fourth year general surgery resident 

at Texas A&M Health Science Center College of Medicine – Scott & White General 

Surgery Residency. She is interested in pursuing a fellowship in Colon and Rectal 

Surgery after completion of her general surgery training. 

Email: Carla.Newton@BSWHealth.org  

 

 

Nfonsam, Valentine N., MD, MS, FACS, FASCRS is a Professor of Surgery and the 

Interim Division Chief of Surgical Oncology at the University of Arizona. He is also 

the General Surgery Residency Program Director.  

Dr. Nfonsam is a member of national and international societies 

including the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons (ASCRS), Western 

Surgical Association (WSA) and the American College of Surgeons (ACS) and holds 

leadership positions within the Association of Program Directors in Surgery 

(APDS).   

His clinical specialties include colorectal and gastrointestinal surgery, 

gastrointestinal oncology and laparoscopic and robotic-assisted surgery. His 

research focuses on colorectal cancer especially in the young and disparities in 

colorectal cancer. He has had several local and national grant funding to support 

his research work and has received several awards for his research. Dr. Nfonsam 

has more than 70 peer review publications and been an invited speaker at 

numerous national and international meetings.  

Email: vnfonsam@surgery.arizona.edu | Twitter: @valnfonsam 
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Nguyen, Jennifer is currently a fourth-year general surgery resident at the 

University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, Florida. She earned a 

Bachelor of Science in biochemistry and microbiology from the University of 

Minnesota. Before medical school, she worked at the Minnesota Department of 

Health on Team Diarrhea, investigating foodborne outbreaks. Following this, she 

then completed her Doctor of Medicine at the University of Minnesota. After 

residency, she hopes to pursue a career in colorectal surgery. Her interests include 

understanding epidemiologic risk factors for colorectal diseases and improving 

access to care. 

Email: jennifer.nguyen@jhsmiami.org  

 

 

Dr. O’Connor, Lynn, MD, MPH, FACS, FASCRS is the Director of Colon and Rectal 

Surgery of New York and the Section Chief of Colon and Rectal Surgery at Mercy 

Medical Center in New York. 

Dr. O'Connor is a sought-after speaker lecturing nationally on advanced 

techniques related to minimally invasive colorectal surgery, colon cancer 

screening and colorectal health. She has not only excelled in academia, but 

garnered many honors and awards throughout the years, making her an 

influential leader in colorectal medicine. She has been featured on many media 

outlets including: NBC News, Sirius/XM, TodayShow.com and Men's Health.  

Dr. O'Connor is a respected surgeon with a mission to provide patients 

with the foremost treatment, technology and information related to preventive 

public health issues and colon and rectal health. She is outspoken about declining 

health patterns due to lack of exercise, rising obesity and the increase in colon 

cancer rates among young adults.  She has received several awards including: 

Most Outstanding Achievement Award in Research from Union Memorial 

Hospital, the Florence Griffith Freedman Award for Cancer Research from Temple 

University and Top Doctor in Huntington, NY. 

Email: Loconnor3@hotmail.com | Twitter: @LynnOConnorMD 

 

 

Okocha, Michael, MBBS, MSc, MRCS, MAcadMEd graduated from St George’s 

University of London in 2015. He is currently undertaking his higher surgical 

training in the South West of England. He is an associate tutor for the University 

of Bristol and sits on committee for the Association of Laparoscopic Surgeons 

Great Britain and Ireland Academy, Association of Surgeons Great Britain and 

Ireland and Association of Surgeons in Training. 

Email: m.okocha@doctors.org.uk  

 

 

 

Dr. Ore, Ana Sofia, MD ,MSc MPH is a PGY-3 surgery resident at Beth Israel 

Deaconess Medical Center in Boston, MA. She is originally from Lima, Peru, where 

she obtained her MD from San Martin de Porres University. Graduated with a MSc 

in Clinical Research from Dresden International University in Germany and 

completed a postdoctoral research fellowship in the Pancreas and Liver Institute 

at BIDMC/Harvard Medical School before residency. She graduated with a Master 

in Public Health with a double concentration in Clinical Effectiveness and Public 

Health Leadership. Her research interests involve large database studies in 

colorectal cancer, health disparities and access to surgical care along with clinical 

trials.  She currently is the chair of the GME Diversity, Inclusion, Advocacy Council 

at BIDMC. 

Email: aore@bidmc.harvard.edu  
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Palefsky, Joel, MD, CM, FRCP(C) is a Professor of Medicine at the University of 

California San Francisco School of Medicine.  He is an internationally recognized 

expert on the molecular biology, treatment, pathogenesis and natural history of 

anogenital human papillomavirus infections, particularly in the setting of HIV 

infection. He founded and directs the world's first clinic devoted to prevention of 

anal cancer, the Anal Neoplasia Clinic Research and Education Center at the UCSF 

Cancer Center.   He is the protocol chair of the Anal Cancer /HSIL Outcomes 

Research (ANCHOR) Study, a national multi-site NIH study designed to determine 

whether treatment of anal cancer precursor lesions prevents the development of 

anal cancer.  He is the vice-chair of the National Cancer Institute (NCI)-supported 

AIDS Malignancy Consortium. He is the founder and past president of the 

International Anal Neoplasia Society and is the past president of the International 

Papillomavirus Society (IPVS).   

Email: joel.palefsky@ucsf.edu  

 

 

Park, Lisa is currently a Colorectal Surgery fellow at Cedars Sinai Medical Center 

in Los Angeles, CA. She is a California native but completed medical school at 

Albany Medical College in New York and recently graduated from a General 

Surgery residency at the Cleveland Clinic in 2020. She is looking forward to 

developing a practice that focuses on IBD and cancer and plans to pursue efforts 

that address the health disparities and inequities in care faced by colorectal 

patients. 

Email: lisaypark3@gmail.com  

 

 

Dr. Paruch, Jennifer received her medical degree from University of Michigan 

Medical School. Following this she completed her general surgery training at 

University of Chicago Medical Center and Colon and Rectal Surgery fellowship at 

Lahey Hospital and Medical Center.  Dr. Paruch is board certified in both General 

Surgery and Colon and Rectal Surgery. She currently works at Ochsner Medical 

Center in New Orleans, where she is the Director of Colon and Rectal Research 

and holds a teaching appointment at the University of Queensland.  

Email: jlparuch@gmail.com | Twitter: @jlparuch 

 

 

Maloney Patel, Nell, MD, FACS, FSACRS is Associate Professor of Surgery and the 

Program Director for the General Surgery Residency Program at Rutgers Robert 

Wood Johnson Medical School in New Brunswick, NJ. Dr. Maloney Patel received 

her medical degree from State University of New York at Stony Brook School of 

Medicine, before going on to complete her residency in General Surgery at 

Eastern Virginia Medical School in Norfolk, Virginia. She then went on to receive 

training in Colon and Rectal Surgery at the John H. Stroger Hospital for Cook 

County in Chicago, Il. She has been in practice in New Jersey at Rutgers Robert 

Wood Johnson Medical School since completing her fellowship in 2007. Dr. 

Maloney Patel’s clinical practice specializes in minimally invasive approaches, 

particularly Robotics, for colorectal cancer, inflammatory bowel disease, and 

complex pelvic surgery. She is actively involved in surgical education and serves 

as the Chair for the Faculty Development Committee and on the executive board 

for the Association for Surgical Education. 

Email: malonene@rutgers.edu | Twitter: @maloneynell 
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Paul Olson, Terrah J., MD is an assistant professor of surgery in the Division of 

Colorectal Surgery of the Department of Surgery at Emory University School of 

Medicine.  She is a board-certified general surgeon, having completed her general 

surgery training at the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine and Public 

Health in Madison, WI.  She is a board-certified colorectal surgeon and finished 

her colorectal surgery fellowship at the University of Chicago Medical Center in 

Chicago.  Her research interests include inflammatory bowel disease, enhanced 

recovery after surgery, and robotics education. 

Email: tpaulol@emory.edu  

 

 

Dr. Paulson, Emily Carter is an Associate Professor of Clinical Surgery at the 

Perelman School of Medicine and General Surgery section chief and Associate 

Chief of Surgery at the Philadelphia VA Medical Center, where she has a clinical 

practice in colorectal surgery. She completed general surgery residency and 

colorectal surgery fellowship at the Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, and 

obtained a master’s degree in Clinical Epidemiology, also at the University of 

Pennsylvania. Since that time, in addition to being an active clinician, she has 

pursued a number of research projects focused on processes of care and 

outcomes related to the treatment of GI malignancies, most commonly colorectal 

cancer.  

Email: paulsone@uphs.upenn.edu  

 

 

Dr. Perez, Rodrigo has graduated from the University of São Paulo School of 

Medicine (1993-1998) where he has completed his surgical training under the 

supervision of Prof. Angelita Habr-Gama (1999-2003). In 2002 he was a Visiting 

Research Fellow at USC under supervision of Dr. Robert Beart. He obtained his 

PhD in 2006 in studying potential molecular targets for gene therapy in rectal 

cancer. After joining the Angelita & Joaquim Gama Institute in 2004, Dr. Perez has 

concentrated his clinical and research activity on the management of rectal 

cancer. From 2010 to 2014, Dr. Perez was a Post-Doctoral fellow at the University 

of São Paulo in the use of molecular imaging (PET/CT) for rectal cancer. In 2014 

and 2018, Dr. Perez was awarded the Young Research Fund (FAPESP) to study 

molecular mechanisms associated with resistance/sensitivity of rectal cancers to 

chemoradiation. Currently, he serves at the editorial board of multiple scientific 

surgical and oncology journals and has contributed with numerous (>130) 

publications to the field. 

Email: rodrigo.operez@gmail.com | Twitter: @R_Perez_MD 

 

 

Peterson, Kent J., MD received his medical degree from the University of 

Minnesota in 2018 and is currently a general surgery resident at the Medical 

College of Wisconsin. He is spending dedicated research time within the Division 

of Colorectal Surgery with specific interests in clinical outcomes research and 

health disparities. Kent is a member of the American Society of Colon and Rectal 

Surgeons and plans on pursuing a fellowship in colorectal surgery following his 

residency training. 

Email: kjpeterson@mcw.edu  
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Popowich, Daniel A., MD is the Chief of Colorectal Surgery at St. Francis Hospital 

in Roslyn, Long Island.  He earned his medical degree from Jefferson Medical 

College in Philadelphia Pa in 2003 and then completed his General Surgery 

Residency at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago Il in 2010.  He 

completed his surgical training at Mt. Sinai Hospital in NYC as a fellow in Colon 

and Rectal Surgery.  Dr. Popowich is double board certified in General Surgery and 

Colon and Rectal Surgery.  He is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons and 

the American Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons and several other surgical 

societies on a local, national and international level.  

He specializes in all forms of minimally invasive surgery (laparoscopy, 

single port and robotic), employing these techniques for the full spectrum of 

general and colorectal disease.  Most recently he was one of three main editors 

for the SAGES Manual of Colorectal Surgery published in 2020. 

Email: Dpopsmd@gmail.com | Twitter: @DanPopowichMD 

 

Rajamanickam, Raja Kumaran is a second-year General surgery resident at the 

Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Ohio. Born and raised in India, he graduated from 

the prestigious Madras Medical College, Chennai. He is a disciplined proactive 

leader, pursuing his ardent passion with great optimism to achieve his dream of 

becoming a well renowned, skillful surgeon. Areas of interest include IBD, colon 

cancer and minimally invasive surgery. He is an avid sports enthusiast who plays 

basketball and loves watching soccer. 

Email: kumaranraja14@gmail.com  

 

 

Rao, Michael Krishna is a current Colon and Rectal Surgery Resident at the Ohio 

Health-Grant program in Columbus, OH. His medical education includes a 

combined MD and Masters of Public Health from the University of Miami Miller 

School of Medicine followed by General Surgery residency at University of Hawaii 

in Honolulu. He will be returning to practice Colorectal Surgery in Honolulu in the 

fall. 

 Email: vkrish@lsuhsc.edu 

 

 

Rashidi, Laila, MD, FACS, FASCRS is a double board-certified colorectal surgeon 

practicing Multi-care Health Care System. Dr. Rashidi interests lie in providing 

minimally invasive treatments for conditions of the colon, rectum, and anus 

through the use of robotic, laparoscopic, trans anal and natural orifice techniques 

for sphincter preservation.  

Dr. Rashidi is the chair for GI tumor board , vice chair of robotic 

committee and she is a program director of Minimal Invasive surgery. Dr. Rashidi 

graduated magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Engineering from 

University of Tehran . She then moved to U.S. to pursue her medical training, 

ultimately receiving her Doctorate of Medicine from Ross University. She then 

competed her General Surgery residency at the University of Texas Medical 

Branch, followed by Colorectal Surgery fellowship at Swedish Medical Center. 

She is teaching faculty for APDCRS and SAGES fellow courses. She is the 

principal investigator of numerous local, and national research projects with the 

goal to improve the care of patients with colorectal conditions. Her interests 

include education, minimally invasive surgery for complex colorectal diseases, 

and she is an ardent advocate for women in surgery.  

Email: lailarashidi58@gmail.com  
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Regenbogen, Scott, MD, MPH is Associate Professor of Surgery and Chief of the 

Division of Colorectal Surgery at the University of Michigan. His clinical practice is 

focused on the management of advanced colon and rectal cancer, and the use of 

laparoscopic and robotic techniques for the management of colorectal cancer and 

inflammatory bowel disease.  

Dr. Regenbogen is a health services researcher, with expertise in 

performance evaluation, costs of care, surgical safety and process improvement. 

He is the Associate Chief Clinical Officer for Surgical Specialties for the University 

of Michigan Medical Group. He is a past Co-Director and now Senior Advisor for 

the Michigan Value Collaborative (MVC), a 79-hospital, statewide collaborative 

quality initiative supported by Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. His current 

research focuses on the cost, quality and outcomes of major inpatient surgery in 

older adults. 

Email: sregenbo@med.umich.edu | Twitter: @sregenbogen 

 

 

Dr. Reynolds, Ian graduated from Medicine in Trinity College Dublin in 2013. He 

is currently a Specialist Registrar in General Surgery on the Higher Surgical 

Training Programme run by RCSI. His subspecialist interest is in colorectal surgery 

and the majority of his training and research have been focused on this field. He 

took three years out of surgical training to complete a PhD that investigated the 

genomic mechanisms underpinning mucinous adenocarcinoma of the colon and 

rectum. He completed his PhD in July 2020 and his work resulted in eight 

publications in international peer reviewed journals. Based on presentations from 

his research he was awarded the 2020 Royal Society of Medicine Section of 

Coloproctology Irish Travelling Fellowship, the 2020 Sir Peter Freyer Memorial 

Medal, the 2020 Patey Prize, the 2020 ASCRS Research Forum Works in Progress 

Award and the 2018 and 2019 Irish Association of Coloproctology Research Prize. 

Email: reynoli@tcd.ie 

  

Rizzo, Gianluca, MD is a general surgeon at Fondazione Policlinico Universitario 

“A.Gemelli” IRCCS, U.O.C. Chirurgia Generale 2. He is a professor of surgery at 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Rome and a member of the Italian Society 

of Colorectal Surgeons (SICCR), European Society of Coloproctology (ESCP) and 

Italian Society of Oncologic Surgery (SICO). He has authored 47 scientific 

publications on international journals and is an invited speaker at over 30 national 

and international scientific congresses. 

Email: g.rizzo7879@gmail.com  

 

Dr. Rosen, David is an Assistant Professor of Surgery in the Department of Colon 

and Rectal Surgery at the Cleveland Clinic. Dr. Rosen completed his 

undergraduate education at Princeton University and went on to medical school 

at Tufts University School of Medicine. He then completed General Surgery 

residency and a Surgical Critical Care fellowship at the University of Southern 

California. He went on to complete his Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship at 

Washington University in St. Louis. Following this he joined the staff at Cleveland 

Clinic. He specializes in all areas of colon and rectal surgery with an interest in 

colon and rectal cancer. He is based out of the west region of Cleveland, seeing 

patients at Cleveland Clinic Fairview, Avon, and Lutheran Hospitals. 

Email: rosend@ccf.org  
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Row, David, MD is a colorectal surgeon at Dignity Health St. Joseph’s Hospital and 

Medical Center in Phoenix, AZ.  He is an Associate Professor of Surgery, Creighton 

University School of Medicine-Phoenix.  Dr. Row is a graduate of Loma Linda 

University School of Medicine.  He completed his residencies in general surgery 

and colon and rectal surgery at New York Medical College-Sound Shore Medical 

Center in New Rochelle, NY and St. Mark’s HealthCare Foundation in Salt Lake 

City, Utah, respectively.  He received further training in colorectal surgical 

oncology at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in New York, NY.  He 

currently serves as Chief, Division of General Surgery, Dignity Health Medical 

Group Arizona.   

Email: david.row@dignityhealth.org 

 

 

 

Rubin, Michele, APRN, CNS, CGRN is an Advanced Practice Nurse certified as a 

Clinical Nurse Specialist in IBD and certified as a Gastroenterology Nurse. She has 

40 years of experience in Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) at the University of 

Chicago Medicine (UCM) ranging from positions in nursing leadership, IBD 

research, to IBD Clinical Nurse Specialist. She is also the Associate Director of the 

IBD Center and Director of Advanced Practice Nursing at the University of Chicago 

Medicine (UCM).  

Michele works closely with the UCM multidisciplinary IBD patient management 

team with the IBD surgeons and gastroenterologists in managing the care of IBD 

patients and families. She has a passion for working with IBD patients and in 

particular she manages a J-Pouch clinic. She helps to ensure patients are educated 

and supported during their surgical experience and so they are not lost to follow 

up care as needed. She assists in the initial adjustment phase of patients living 

with a J-Pouch as well as lifelong maintenance surveillance to optimize successful 

outcomes.  

Email: michele.rubin@uchospitals.edu  

 

 

 

Rubio, Gustavo A., MD received his medical degree from the University of 

Michigan Medical School in 2013.  He went on to complete his general surgery 

residency at University of Miami/Jackson Memorial Hospital in Miami, FL. He is 

currently a Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellow at the University of Chicago Medical 

Center. His research interests include large database studies to evaluate surgical 

outcomes in patients with benign and malignant colorectal disease. 

Email: Gustavo.Rubio@uchospitals.edu  

 

 

 

Ryu, HyoSeon is a clinical fellow at Asan Medical Center, South Korea. Dr. Ryu is 

board certified in General Surgery by the Korean Surgical Society. She graduated 

from Korea University School of Medicine and acquired master’s in medicine at 

Ulsan University. She completed her internship and residency at Asan medical 

center. She is a young colorectal surgeon just starting her own practice. She 

published a paper on intraoperative perfusion assessment of proximal colon in 

left-sided colorectal cancer surgery using a visual grading system. 

Email: dr_hannah@naver.com  
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Dr. Saadai, Payam is the director the Pediatric Colorectal Center at Shriners 

Hospitals for Children- Northern California and an assistant professor of pediatric 

surgery at the UC Davis Medical Center in Sacramento, California.  He completed 

his medical and general surgery training at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in 

New York City and his pediatric surgery fellowship at the Center for Colorectal and 

Pelvic Reconstruction at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. He has a particular 

interest in pediatric colorectal disorders as well as fetal medicine and 

intervention. Dr. Saadai’s research interests include the investigation of novel 

techniques to improve the pathological diagnosis and intraoperative evaluation 

of Hirschsprung disease. His professional affiliations include the American 

Pediatric Surgical Association, American Academy of Pediatrics, American College 

of Surgeons, and the International Fetal Medicine Surgery Society. 

Email: psaadai@ucdavis.edu  

 

Dr. Sanger (Geltzeiler), Cristina Budde is currently an assistant professor of 

colorectal surgery at the University of Wisconsin, Madison and the William S. 

Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital. She received her medical degree from the 

Medical University of South Carolina. She completed her general surgery 

residency at Oregon Health and Science University after which she completed 

colorectal fellowship at Washington University in St. Louis. Her clinical practice 

encompasses broad colorectal surgery. Her research interest focuses on 

optimizing anal dysplasia screening &  examination of markers of anal cancer risk.  

Email: cristina.geltzeiler@gmail.com  

 

Sardinha, T. Cristina, MD, FACS, FASCRS Associate Clinical Professor of Surgery at 

Hofstra/Northwell School of Medicine. She was born in Brazil & completed 

residencies in general & trauma surgery at the University of Sao Paulo where she 

also trained under the leadership of Dr. Angelita Habr-Gama. Dr. Sardinha 

relocated to the USA, completed general surgery residency at Long Island Jewish 

Medical Center, NY, followed by research & clinical fellowships in colorectal 

surgery at the Cleveland Clinic in Florida. With nearly 20 years of experience as a 

private practice surgeon, she’s the second ever woman president for the New 

York Surgical Society since its foundation in 1879. Dr. Sardinha is also the current 

president for the New York Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons.   

Email: cmsardinha@hotmail.com  

 

Dr. Schaeffer, H. David is a fourth-year general surgery resident at Geisinger 

Medical Center. He grew up in Burkina Faso where his parents teach at a Bible 

school. He completed his medical training at Temple University Lewis Katz School 

of Medicine in 2017. He enjoys playing soccer, chasing his one-year-old daughter, 

and pursuing his dream to bring surgical care to those who need it most.  

Email: hdschaeffer@geisinger.edu  

 

Shackford, Steven, MD, FACS is past Chairman of the Department of Surgery in 

the College of Medicine at the University of Vermont, a post that he held for 18 

years. He has authored/co-authored 354 scientific papers, 30 book chapters &  3 

monographs, mostly relating to secondary brain injury and the effect of 

hemorrhagic shock on the injured brain. He was funded by the NIH from 1988 

through 1995. He is Associate Editor of the Journal of Trauma. Working with a 

number of surgeons, he’s  developed the ultrasound educational program for the 

American College of Surgeons. He was the first Chair of the College’s National 

Ultrasound Faculty. He is a past President of the American Association for the 

Surgery of Trauma &  the Western Trauma Association.  He has been married to 

Ellen Dee Shackford for 44 years and has five children & 4 grandchildren. 

Email: sshackfo@gmail.com  

mailto:psaadai@ucdavis.edu
mailto:cristina.geltzeiler@gmail.com
mailto:cmsardinha@hotmail.com
mailto:hdschaeffer@geisinger.edu
mailto:sshackfo@gmail.com


Dr. Shaffer, Virginia is an Associate Professor of Surgery at Emory University in 

Atlanta, GA and specializes in minimally invasive and open surgical treatment of 

diseases of the colon and rectum. She received her M.D. at the University of Texas 

Health Sciences Center San Antonio, and completed general surgery residency at 

Emory University. Dr. Shaffer did a research fellowship in Transplant Immunology 

and subsequently did a fellowship in Colon and Rectal Surgery at Cleveland Clinic 

Florida. She is board certified in both General Surgery and Colon and Rectal 

Surgery. She is a fellow in the American College of Surgeons and the American 

Society of Colon and Rectal Surgeons.  Her research interests include health 

services research, quality improvement, and clinical research.  

Email: Virginia.o.shaffer@emory.edu  

 

 

 

Dr. Siddiqui, Uzma’s training includes Gastroenterology fellowship at NYU and 

Advanced Endoscopy fellowship at Yale. University. After serving on the faculty at 

Yale, she joined the University of Chicago faculty. Dr. Siddiqui is the Associate 

Director of the Center for Endoscopic Research and Therapeutics (CERT) and the 

Director of the Advanced Endoscopy Training Program at the University of 

Chicago. Her clinical practice is centered on interventional endoscopy procedures 

related to pancreaticobiliary disease and gastrointestinal oncology (EUS, ERCP, 

EMR, ESD). She has extensive experience teaching and publishing on these 

techniques. A dedicated educator and mentor, Dr. Siddiqui has directed or served 

as faculty for many endoscopy courses around the country and internationally.  

Email: usiddiqui@bsd.uchicago.edu | Twitter: @UzmaSiddiquiMD 

 

 

 

Dr. Sigel, Keith is an Associate Professor in the Divisions of General Internal 

Medicine and Infectious Diseases at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. 

Dr. Sigel received his BS, MPH, and MD degrees from the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill and his PhD and internal medicine and infectious diseases 

training from the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai. Dr. Sigel is a clinical 

researcher and epidemiologist with a primary research interest in clinical factors 

related to the abnormal biology of lung cancer and anal cancer in patients with 

HIV. He co-directs the Cancer Core of the Veterans Aging Cohort and is the 

principal investigator of two NIH funded studies to evaluate lung cancer screening 

and lung cancer treatment in people with HIV. 

Email: Keith.Sigel@mssm.edu | Twitter: @keithsigelmd 

 

 

 

Simianu, Vlad (“Val”) MD, MPH has been a Colorectal Surgeon with Virginia 

Mason since 2018. He received his MD from Indiana University, General Surgery 

Residency at the University of Washington in 2017, and fellowship training in 

Colon and Rectal Surgery at the University of Minnesota. During his residency, Dr. 

Simianu also received his Masters of Public Health degree from the UW School of 

Public Health with a focus on Health Services.  

At Virginia Mason, Dr. Simianu serves as Director of the Colorectal Center of 

Excellence of the Digestive Disease Institute and is the Medical Director of the 

Colorectal Cancer Service Line at Virginia Mason’s Floyd and Delores Jones Cancer 

Institute. In addition, he is an active educator, leading the surgical robotics 

curriculum at Virginia Mason, and researcher, currently serving as the lead 

investigator and surgeon for several local, national, and international studies. 

Email: Val.Simianu@virginiamason.org  
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Simon, Violette is a second-year medical student at the University of Colorado 

School of Medicine (CUSOM). She received her BA in Biology from the University 

of San Diego and her MS in Human Anatomy from CUSOM. Prior to medical 

school, she worked for several years as a clinical research coordinator in the 

Division of Gastroenterology and Hepatology at CUSOM. She currently serves as 

Vice President for the CUSOM Class of 2023. As a first-generation student, she 

aspires to a career as an academic surgeon where she can mentor first-generation 

pre-medical and medical students like her. 

Email: violette.simon@cuanschutz.edu  

 

 

 

 

Dr. Marecik, Slawomir earned his medical degree at Collegium Medicum of 

Jagiellonski University in Krakow, Poland, and completed his general surgery 

training at the University of Illinois Metropolitan Group Hospitals Residency in 

Chicago. He went on to complete his colon and rectal surgery training at the 

University of Illinois Cook County Colon and Rectal Surgery Residency Training 

Program and continued his training in robotic colorectal surgery at the University 

of Illinois and Lutheran General Hospital. He works as a colorectal surgeon at 

Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge and is an Associate Professor 

of Surgery at the University of Illinois at Chicago College of Medicine. He is a 

Program Director of Minimally Invasive and Robotic Colorectal Surgery Fellowship 

at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital.  

Email: smarecik@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

Steele, Scott R., MD, MBA, FACS, FASCRS, FPSCRS (Hon) is the Rupert B. Turnbull, 

MD Endowed Chair in Colorectal Surgery and Chairman of Colorectal Surgery at 

Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, OH.   A graduate of the United States Military 

Academy at West Point, NY, he was an active duty Army officer for over 20 years, 

serving as the Chief of Colorectal Surgery at Madigan Army Medical Center, Fort 

Lewis, WA.  He has served 4 combat tours in Iraq and Afghanistan, being awarded 

the Bronze Star and Combat Medical Badge, amongst others.  He is on the 

editorial board for 7 national surgical journals including Annals of Surgery, 

Cochrane Collaboration, and had served as the Colon & Rectal Surgery Community 

Editor for the American College of Surgeons.  He is also an Editor for Surgery, Co-

Editor for Diseases of the Colon & Rectum, and the Editor-in-Chief for Clinics in 

Colon and Rectal Surgery.  Additionally, he is a reviewer for over 30 peer-reviewed 

journals.  He has also been appointed to the American Board of Colon and Rectal 

Surgery for the last several years, and currently chairs the Oral Examination 

Committee and is President-Elect.  His contributions to the medical literature 

include over 270 peer-reviewed articles, 110 invited reviews and book chapters, 

30 national practice parameters, guest editor for 5 volumes dedicated to 

colorectal disease, and currently is an editor on 12 textbooks in colorectal surgery.  

He also received his MBA from Case Western University Weatherhead School of 

Business and Management in 2018, graduating with honors. 

Email: harkersteele@mac.com | Twitter: @ScottRSteeleMD 
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Stein, Sharon L., MD, FACS, FASCRS is a colorectal surgeon at University Cleveland 

Medical Center (UH) and Associate Professor, Surgery at Case Western Reserve 

University (CWRU) School of Medicine.  She is also the Director of University 

Hospitals Surgical Outcomes Center: UH RISES and the Murdough Master Clinician 

in Colorectal Surgery for outstanding contributions to her patients and University.   

As an academician, Dr. Stein has published over 150 articles, editorials and 

chapters on a variety of topics from minimally invasive surgery to diversity in 

surgery.   Her programmatic experiences inform her academic pursuits; she has 

written extensively on minimally invasive surgery, colorectal cancer and 

enhanced recovery protocols. In addition, she has written about gender 

disparities in surgery including pay gaps, pregnancy in surgery, and intimate 

partner violence.  She is the director of the Director of the University Hospitals 

Research in Surgical Outcomes & Effectiveness Center (UH RISES). Under her 

guidance, UH RISES has published over 150 articles annually. She was the first 

women to receive an Honorary Fellowship from the Association of Surgeons of 

Great Britain and Ireland.   

Email: Sharon.stein@uhhospitals.org | Twitter: @slsteinmd1 

 

 

Dr. Steinhagen, Randolph is a graduate of the Wayne State University School of 

Medicine.  He completed his surgical residency at The Mount Sinai Medical Center 

in New York and his colon and rectal surgery fellowship training at The Cleveland 

Clinic in Cleveland, Ohio.  He has been on the faculty of the Icahn School of 

Medicine at Mount Sinai since 1983 and is currently Professor of Surgery.  Since 

2001 he has been the Chief of the Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery and the 

Program Director of the Colon and Rectal Surgery Fellowship Program. 

Email: randolph.steinhagen@mountsinai.org  

 

 

Dr. Sternberg, Jeffrey graduated magna cum laude/Phi Beta Kappa from 

Dartmouth College after which he completed medical school at the University of 

Chicago. He trained in general surgery at the Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 

Center and also completed a fellowship in Surgical Nutrition at Harvard. He first 

encountered the cleft-lift approach for pilonidal disease during his colon and 

rectal surgery fellowship at the University of Minnesota, and deepened this 

understanding of the technique with John and Tom Bascom in 2001. Since then, 

they have partnered to further evolve the technique. Dr. Sternberg now 

specializes in patients with challenging recurrences, treating over 1,500 

individuals and has a less than 1% recurrence rate and has been able to fix those 

who have recurred. He has practiced general and colon and rectal surgery in San 

Francisco at California Pacific Medical Center where he has served as a Surgical 

Director of the IBD Center and on the hospital medical executive committee. 

Email: drsternberg@thesternbergclinic.com  

 

 

 

Dr. Stringfield, Sarah completed her general surgery training at University of 

California San Diego. She completed her Colon & Rectal Surgery fellowship in 2020 

at Baylor Scott & White in Dallas, TX. She is now a staff colorectal surgeon at 

Baylor University Medical Center. 

Email: sbstringfield@gmail.com  
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Tang, Dalun Darren is currently a 5th year General Surgery resident at St. Joseph 

Mercy Ann Arbor with interest in colorectal surgery. He graduated medical school 

from the University of Toledo College of Medicine. In addition to colorectal 

surgery, his other clinical interest includes management of postoperative pain 

especially in challenging populations.  

Email: xdalun.tang@stjoeshealth.org  

 

 

Taylor, Mark, BMBS, FRCS graduated from Peninsula College of Medicine and 

Dentistry in 2009. He undertook his higher surgical training in the South West of 

England. He was awarded the Association of Surgeons of Great Britain & Ireland 

Gold Medal for achieving the highest mark in the FRCS exam in the UK in 2018. He 

has a subspecialty interest in rectal cancer and inflammatory bowel disease. 

Email: mark.taylor28@nhs.net 

 

 

Thiry, Gesina, MD is currently a Family Medicine resident and works on research 

projects with General Surgery and Interventional Radiology at the PIH Health 

Hospital in Whittier, CA. She graduated in Germany from the University of 

Luebeck, finished a doctoral thesis in Orthopedic and Trauma Surgery and worked 

as a resident in Orthopedic and Trauma Surgery in Erding, Germany. 

Email: gesina.thiry@gmail.com  

 

 

Thompson, Hannah went to the University of Minnesota Medical School and 

graduated in 2017. She completed two years of surgical residency at Stony Brook 

University Hospital. Her interest in working with colon and rectal patients and in 

cancer research led her to Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. She is 

currently doing a two-year clinical research fellowship there investigating colon 

and rectal cancer survival outcomes as well as the endoscopic images utilized to 

assess clinical response in rectal cancer patients after neoadjuvant therapy. 

Email: ThompsH2@mskcc.org  

 

Ting-Wei Hsu, Angela, MD, MPH received her medical degree from Mackay 

Medical School, Taiwan and Master of Public Health degree from Johns Hopkins 

School of Public Health, concentrating on epidemiology & biostatistics. She is a 

current surgical research fellow at Johns Hopkins Hospital. She has a special 

interest in surgical outcome research. 

Email: thsu23@jhu.edu  

 

Truong, Adam MD, MS, is a general surgery resident at Cedars-Sinai Medical 

Center in Los Angeles and plans to specialize in colorectal surgery. He attended 

the University of California, Irvine where he obtained both his BS and MD degrees 

and obtained a Masters in Global Medicine from the University of Southern 

California, during which he traveled to Taiwan to study the recent comprehensive 

national healthcare reform. He has research interests in surgical education, 

nutrition, and outcomes and has published studies highlighting the importance of 

albumin as a predictor of perioperative complications and the perioperative 

management of steroid-dependent patients with inflammatory bowel disease. 

Currently, Dr. Truong has an interest in the optimization     of the enhanced 

recovery after surgery protocols for colorectal surgery patients and is involved in 

studies investigating perioperative nutrition and is principal investigator in a 

clinical trial to reduce perioperative opioid use. 

Email: adam.truong@cshs.org  
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Dr. Tsikitis, Vassiliki "Liana" was appointed Assistant Professor of Surgery in the 

Division of Surgical Oncology at the University of Arizona College of Medicine and 

University Physicians Healthcare in November 2008. She joined the Division of 

Gastrointestinal and General Surgery at OHSU in September of 2011. During her 

tenure, she completed her Masters in Clinic Research in 2013, and was promoted 

to Associate Professor of Surgery in 2014.  

Dr. Tsikitis obtained her M.B.A. in healthcare policy at Brandeis 

University in 2019 and was promoted to Professor of Surgery at OHSU. She 

currently serves as head of the Division of Gastrointestinal and General Surgery.  

Institutionally, Dr. Tsikitis serves as the Chair of the Commission on 

Cancer for the Knight Cancer Institute, and the Vice Chair of Diversity, Equity and 

Inclusion for the Department of Surgery.   

Email: tsikitis@ohsu.edu | Twitter: @tsikitis 

 

 

Dr. Turner, Jacquelyn Seymour is an Associate Professor of Surgery at Morehouse 

School of Medicine. She is a native from Houston, Texas. Dr. Turner obtained her 

medical doctorate degree at the University of Texas Health Science Center in 

Houston, Texas. She completed her General Surgery Residency at Rush University 

in Chicago, Illinois and her Colon and Rectal Surgery Residency at the combined 

Grant Medical Center/The Ohio State University program in Columbus, Ohio. 

Currently, she practices out of Grady Memorial Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. 

Turner also serves as the surgical clerkship direct for Morehouse School of 

Medicine. Her focus is towards improving quality of healthcare, engaging in new 

technology, and teaching residents and students. 

Email: jacquelynsturner@gmail.com  

 

 

Dr. Vargas, Gabriela is a practicing colorectal surgeon in Puyallup, Washington. 

She earned her Medical and Bachelor of Science degrees from the University of 

Utah and the University of Utah School of Medicine. She completed a general 

surgery residency at the University of Utah and a Colon & Rectal Surgery 

Fellowship at Louisiana State University-Shreveport.  Dr. Vargas holds a Graduate 

Degree in Clinical Sciences from the University of Texas Medical Branch at 

Galveston.  Dr. Vargas has served on the social media committee at ASCRS and 

currently serves on the young surgeons committee. 

Email: vargas.gaby@gmail.com | Twitter: @DrGabyVargas 

 

 

Varma, Madhulika (Mika), MD is Professor of Surgery and Chief of Colorectal 

Surgery at the University of California, San Francisco. She earned her medical 

degree at the Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University. She completed 

a residency in general surgery at UCSF and spent a year at the University of 

Minnesota for fellowship in colon and rectal surgery. In 2000, she returned to 

UCSF, where she completed a fellowship in clinical outcomes research and 

epidemiology and has been on the faculty at UCSF ever since.  She is also the 

director of the Center for Pelvic Physiology, the Surgeon leader of the 

perioperative triad at the Mission Bay campus of UCSF and the Co-Chair of the 

Muriel Steele Society (Women in Surgery at UCSF).  Her research interests include 

quality of life outcomes for patients with colorectal cancer, inflammatory bowel 

disease and pelvic floor disorders. 

Email: madhulika.varma@ucsf.edu  
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Vaughan, Peter is a clinical lecturer and ST8 in Edinburgh Colorectal unit, 

Scotland. He obtained his medical degree at Bristol University and has recently 

undertook a PhD at Edinburgh University. He is one of few trainees who has 

completed the Cambridge Medical Robotics bedside assistant course and has 

assisted in many of the robotic colorectal cases at Edinburgh Colorectal unit. He 

is the President of the Dukes’ Club, the trainee arm of the Association of 

Coloproctology of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Email: pvaughan@ed.ac.uk  

 

 

 

 

Villanueva, Maureen Elvira P., MD received her medical degree from the 

University of the Philippines College of Medicine and completed her residency 

training in General Surgery at the Philippine General Hospital. She is currently the 

senior subspecialty clinical fellow under the Division of Colorectal Surgery at the 

Philippine General Hospital. 

Email: maureenpvillanueva@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

Vogel, Jon, MD FASCRS is a colorectal surgeon in Colorado.  He is a Professor of 

Surgery at the University of Colorado and is also the Colorectal Surgery Section 

Head.  He completed his colorectal surgery fellowship, at The Cleveland Clinic, in 

2005.  He is a member of the ASCRS Clinical Practice Guidelines Committee. 

Email: jon.vogel@cuanschutz.edu | Twitter: @JonVogel7 

 

 

 

 

Vu, Joceline is a general surgery resident at the University of Michigan, currently 

in her chief year. She will start fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic next year. During 

her residency, she completed a 2-year research fellowship in health services 

research funded by an F32 from the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive 

and Kidney Diseases. During this experience, she evaluated surgical quality using 

patient-reported outcomes, and studied how to improve surgical opioid 

prescribing across the state of Michigan. 

Email: vuj@med.umich.edu  

 

 

 

 

 

Wang, Qingming, MD, received his medical degree and Master of Surgery of 

T.C.M from Shanghai University of T.C.M.. He is a current chief surgeon at 

Shuguang Hospital affiliated to  Shanghai University of T.C.M. He is special 

interesting in anorectal surgery. 

Email: davidwqm@gmail.com  
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Welten, Vanessa is a General Surgery resident at Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 

She  completed her undergraduate education at Brown University, graduating 

with a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology. She subsequently attended 

Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine to complete her medical 

education, while obtaining a concurrent Master of Public Health degree (MPH). 

Her clinical and research interests are mainly in surgical oncology and colorectal 

surgery. For the next two years, she will be working as a research fellow at the 

Brigham and Women's Hospital Center for Surgery and Public Health (CSPH), 

under the primary mentorship of Dr. Nelya Melnitchouk, a colorectal surgeon at 

Brigham and Women's Hospital and Assistant Professor of Surgery at Harvard 

Medical School. The CSPH is a dedicated research center whose mission is to 

advance the science of surgery through research that informs policy and program 

development for safe, high-quality, and equitable patient-centered care in the 

U.S. and around the world. 

Email: vwelten@partners.org  

 

 

Dr. Wexner, Steven is the Director of the Digestive Disease Center and Chairman 

of the Department of Colorectal Surgery at Cleveland Clinic Florida. He holds 

appointments as Affiliate Professor at Florida Atlantic University; Clinical 

Professor at Florida International University; Professor of Surgery at the Ohio 

State University; Clinical Professor of Surgery at the Cleveland Clinic Lerner 

College of Medicine of Case Western Reserve University; He is the vice chair of 

the Board of Regents of the American College of Surgeons (ACS), Chair of the ACS 

Commission on Cancer (CoC) National Accreditation Program for Rectal Cancer, 

and member of the CoC executive committee.  Dr. Wexner is the Past President 

of: the ASCRS Research Foundation, the ASCRS, the American Board of Colon and 

Rectal Surgery, and the Society of American Gastrointestinal and Endoscopic 

Surgeons.  Dr. Wexner is an Editor-in-Chief of Surgery, a fellow or honorary fellow 

of the Royal College of Surgeons of England, Edinburgh, Ireland, and Glasgow, as 

well as an honorary member or fellow of the ACGGBI, ESCP, CSSANZ, EAES, and 

the European Surgical Association.  

Email: wexners@ccf.org | Twitter: @swexner 

 

 

Dr. Whitlock, Ashlyn is a third-year surgical resident at Beth Israel Deaconess 

Medical Center, currently in her dedicated research time. She completed medical 

school at George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences. 

She is interested in pursuing both pediatric and colorectal surgery with a clinical 

research focus on benign colorectal disease of children, adolescents and young 

adults.   

Email: awhitlo1@bidmc.harvard.edu | Twitter: @AshlynWhitlock 

 

 

Dr. Widmar, Maria is an Assistant Attending Surgeon in Colorectal Surgery at 

Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center. She completed her general surgery 

training at Mount Sinai School of Medicine, and her colorectal training at Weill 

Cornell. She did additional training in colorectal surgical oncology at MSK before 

accepting a position in the Colorectal Division. 

Aside from her surgical training, Dr. Widmar is board certified in general 

preventive medicine and public health and has a Masters in Public Health. Her 

research interests include health economics and outcomes research. 

Dr. Widmar is a native of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and a die-hard New Yorker. She 

lives in Manhattan with her husband, son, and Norwich terrier. 

Email: widmarm@mskcc.org ] 
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Winter, Kelly, MD completed her medical school at the University of Kansas 

School of Medicine in 2017. She is currently a fourth-year resident at the 

University of Kansas – Wichita General Surgery Residency program. Upon 

graduation, she is planning to pursue a colorectal surgery fellowship and a career 

as a colorectal surgeon. She also has a special interest in surgical education and 

leadership. 

Email: kzachariasen@kumc.edu  

 

Worrall, Daniel P., ANP-BC is a nurse practitioner in both the Infectious Disease 

and General & Gastrointestinal Surgery divisions at Massachusetts General 

Hospital in Boston. Over the last 15 years he has worked exclusively in sexually-

transmitted infections, HIV and HIV prevention, and in the management of HPV-

related disease. In 2014, Daniel joined the Ragon Institute of MGH, MIT and 

Harvard as Clinical Operations Manager overseeing a number of longitudinal HIV 

and Immunology studies under the Phillip T. and Susan M. Ragon Foundation, Bill 

and Melinda Gates Foundation, and Center for HIV/AIDS Vaccine Immunology 

(CHAVI). Prior research included work as Co-investigator on a number of domestic 

and international studies with the HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN), Integrated 

Pre-clinical/Clinical AIDS Vaccine Development Program (IPCAVD), AIDS 

Malignancy Consortium (AMC), Centers for HIV/AIDS Vaccine Immunology and 

Immunogen Discovery, and Merck. 

Email: dworrall@mgh.harvard.edu  

 

 

Yan, Qi, MD is a general surgery resident at UT Health San Antonio. She received 

her medical degree from China Medical University and is currently in her second 

year of research. Her research interest included patient education, resident 

education, and clinical outcomes. 

Email: yanq@uthscsa.edu  

 

 

Yao, Lucille is a rising third year general surgery resident at Cedars-Sinai Medical 

Center in Los Angeles, California. She developed an interest in the surgical 

management of inflammatory bowel disease under the mentorship of Dr. Phillip 

Fleshner and Dr. Karen Zaghiyan. Her clinical research endeavors focus on 

randomized controlled trials studying outpatient anorectal surgery, postoperative 

diet, and enhanced recovery after surgery. She hopes to pursue a fellowship in 

colorectal surgery in the near future. 

Email: lucille.yao@cshs.org  

 

 

Yeo, Heather, MD, MHS, MBA, MS is Associate Professor of Surgery and Associate 

Professor of Health Care Policy and Research at Weill Cornell Medical College and 

Associate Attending Surgeon at New York-Presbyterian/Weill Cornell Medical 

Center. She is board-certified in general surgery, colon and rectal surgery and 

complex general surgical oncology. Dr. Yeo has a Master’s in Health Services 

Research, and Healthcare Leadership and an MBA and is focused on surgical 

outcomes, tech advances in medicine, and quality improvement in 

Gastrointestinal Cancer Surgery.  

Dr. Yeo is particularly interested in the psychosocial factors that go into 

surgical decision making and how they influence outcomes in patients.  She is 

currently funded as a Damon Runyon Clinical Investigator for a randomized trial 

of an app that she developed compared to the standard of care. Dr. Yeo believes 

that new technologies and apps are going to change the future of medicine.  

Email: heatheryeomd@gmail.com | Twitter: @heatheryeomd 
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Yoo, James is a member of the Section of Colon and Rectal Surgery at Brigham 

and Women’s Hospital (BWH) and Dana-Farber/Brigham and Women’s Cancer 

Center (DF/BWCC).   Dr. Yoo received his medical degree from the Mt. Sinai School 

of Medicine (New York, NY) and completed a general surgery residency at the 

Beth Israel-Deaconess Medical Center (Boston, MA). He completed a fellowship 

in laparoscopic colon & rectal surgery, and a colon and rectal surgery fellowship 

at New York-Presbyterian Hospital (New York, NY).  

Email: jyoo@alumni.brown.edu | Twitter: @DrJamesYoo 

 

 

Dr. You, Y. Nancy is an associate professor in the Department of Surgical Oncology 

and the Associate Medical Director of the Clinical Cancer Genetics Program at 

University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center.  She performs both open and 

minimally-invasive surgery and directs the Familial High-risk Gastrointestinal 

Cancer Clinic.  She has a special interest in patients with hereditary cancer 

syndromes and young age-of-onset colorectal cancer.  

She received her college degree from Harvard University and her medical 

degree from Mayo Clinic, where she also completed her General Surgery 

Residency and Colorectal Surgery Fellowship.  She holds a Masters in Health 

Sciences from Duke University, where she was a T32 fellow in Clinical Surgical 

Oncology with the American College of Surgeons Oncology Group (ACOSOG, now 

ALLIANCE).  She is a member of the NCI Colon Cancer Task Force, and co-leads the 

education committee of the ALLIANCE for Clinical Trials in Oncology.  She serves 

on the colorectal disease committees of the Society of Surgical Oncology (SSO), 

Society for Surgery of the Alimentary Track (SSAT), and the clinical practice 

guideline committee of the American Society of Colorectal Surgeons (ASCRS). 

Email: YNYou@mdanderson.org  

 

 

Yuval, Jonathan B.  is a graduate of Hadassah-Hebrew University Medical School 

in Jerusalem, Israel. He completed his training in general surgery at Hadassah 

Medical Center and was a visiting resident for one year at the Mount Sinai-Icahn 

School of Medicine in New York. He is currently a research fellow in the Colorectal 

Cancer Research Center at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and will begin 

a fellowship in advanced colorectal surgical oncology at Memorial Sloan Kettering 

later this year. Jonathan is a reserve officer and surgeon in the Israeli Defense 

Forces’ Field Hospital. 

Email: yuvalj@mskcc.org 

 

 

Zaghiyan, Karen, MD, FACS, FASCRS is a colorectal surgeon in Los Angeles, CA and 

Associate Professor of Surgery at Cedars Sinai Medical Center. She graduated 

magna cum laude with a Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of 

California, Los Angeles. She then completed medical school at the University of 

California, San Diego before pursuing her general surgery residency and colon and 

rectal surgery fellowship at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los Angeles where she 

remained to establish her practice after training. Dr. Zaghiyan’s clinical and 

research interests include rectal cancer and inflammatory bowel disease. 

Email: kzaghiyan@yahoo.com  
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Dr. Zerillo, Jessica, MD, MPH is an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division 

of Medical Oncology at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston, MA, 

where she focuses on gastrointestinal oncology including rectal cancer.  She 

completed her clinical training at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and 

fellowship in Patient Safety and Quality at Harvard Medical School and Dana 

Farber Cancer Institute.   

Dr. Zerillo is the QI Director for the Department of Medicine and Director 

of Quality for the Beth Israel Deaconess Cancer Center.  Her research interest has 

been focused on ambulatory quality, including medication safety and patient 

reported outcomes. 

She has collaborated with ICHOM to develop a patient-centered 

outcome measurement set for colorectal cancer and served on multiple ASCO 

quality measurement committees. Locally, she has led the implementation of 

patient reported outcomes tools for patients on chemotherapy. 

Email: jzerillo@bidmc.harvard.edu  

 

 

 

Zoccali, Marco is a Colorectal Surgeon at New York-Presbyterian Hospital - 

Columbia University Medical Center. He received his medical degree at the 

Catholic University in Rome, Italy where he also completed his surgical training. 

He then came to the USA where he did a Minimally Invasive Gastrointestinal 

Surgery Fellowship at the University of Chicago followed by a surgical residency 

at Weill Cornell Medical Center. He then completed his Colon and Rectal Surgery 

Fellowship at the University of Chicago. 

His clinical interest lies mostly in minimally invasive approaches to colorectal 

conditions – including the robotic platform – and the management of 

inflammatory bowel diseases. 

Beyond his clinical practice, Dr. Zoccali is also a prolific researcher. He 

has published more than 40 articles in major surgical journals including The 

Journal of The American College of Surgeons, The British Journal of Surgery and 

Inflammatory Bowel Disease, and has contributed to several book chapters. 

Email: mb4693@cumc.columbia.edu  
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