
Abstract Submission Instructions 

 

You must register before submitting abstracts. 

All abstracts must be submitted through the conference website.  

The deadline for submission of abstracts is May 15, 2022 at 11:59pm, Eastern Time. Guidelines for 

abstract preparation are provided below; please read carefully prior to submission. E-mail confirmation 

will be provided after your submission is received. First authors will be notified of abstract decisions on 

or around June 15, 2022. 

Only completed abstracts will be considered for acceptance. To be considered complete, abstracts for 

symposia and poster presentations must describe one or more scientific study that will have produced 

results before the time of presentation at MHSR 2022 (August 2-3, 2022)*, including descriptions of 

methods, results, conclusions, and implications for improving practice. It is expected that final data 

analyses and findings will be presented in the MHSR 2022 conference; priority will be given to abstracts 

that present findings at the time of submission.   

Symposium abstracts should include an overview (250 words maximum) and description of each 

individual presentation (not to exceed 150 words each). Abstracts for posters and Forecasting the Future 

of Mental Health Research should not exceed 750 words (excluding references).  

 

 

Symposia 

3 presentations with a chair and a discussant. [Inclusion of an Early Stage Investigator (ESI) as a Panelist 

is strongly encouraged. Diversity across institutions and in gender, race, ethnicity and LGBTQ status 

among the entire panel is also strongly encouraged. 

One representative from your group must submit all presentations. Overall summary of symposium 

limited to 250 words.  Each presentation abstract limited to 150 words.  Each abstract should include 

objective, methods, findings, impact.   

• Objectives – describes the research objective  

• Methods – summarizes the research methods used to accomplish the research  

• Findings – summarizes findings that are supported by the data  

• Impact - states the conclusions drawn from results, including the potential for the research 

findings to improve practice  

• Funding – acknowledges the primary source of funding, including government, industry, 

foundation or academic institutional support  

• Identification of any financial, commercial, legal, or professional conflicts of interest 

 

 



Posters 

These abstracts must contain the following sections:  

Abstract of 250 words or less and include the following sections.  Preference is given to Early Stage 

Investigators (ESIs).   

• Objectives – describes the research objective  

• Methods – summarizes the research methods used to accomplish the research  

• Findings – summarizes findings that are supported by the data [Posters abstracts must present 

data at the time of submission.] 

• Impact - states the conclusions drawn from results, including the potential for the research 

findings to improve practice  

• Funding – acknowledges the primary source of funding, including government, industry, 

foundation or academic institutional support  

• Identification of any financial, commercial, legal, or professional conflicts of interest 

 

 

Forecasting the Future of Mental Health Services Research  

Forecasting the Future of Mental Health Services Research — 

NIMH wants your vision for the near-term future of mental health services research.  What discoveries 

will come out of service delivery?  What is the next promising innovation?   

In this plenary session, up to 5# presenters will be selected to give 10 minutes presentations of their 

vision and the major innovation needed to realize that vision.  A Q&A session with the audience will 

follow.  

Context:  

The year is 2027. For the past five years, mental health services research evolved, following the Covid-19 

pandemic.  Research innovations led to significant changes in the delivery of services for people with or 

at risk for mental illness.  To realize these advancements, the NIMH began issuing a series of ambitious 

but strategic funding opportunity announcements following the 2022 MHSR.  Findings from research, 

whether expected or unexpected, were hugely informative and helped shape that 5 -year research 

agenda.   

What does the landscape look like?  Are care integration models like collaborative care and coordinated 

specialty care nearly ubiquitously considered the new standard of usual care for their respective target 

populations? Are research-practice partnerships consistently leveraged among federal, state, and local 

governments, and have learning healthcare systems identified pathways to ensure clinical data drive 

research and practice though continuous quality improvement initiatives?  How has the COVID 

pandemic impacted the mental health field?  Have structural inequities, injustices and racism in mental 

health care been addressed?  Are the impacts of social determinants of health accounted for in 

assessing mental health treatment and services needs? What role do technological innovations such as 



machine learning, artificial intelligence, etc., play in the allocation of scarce resources, prioritization and 

receipt of mental health care? 

What were the innovations that led to these accomplishments?  What were other foci of mental health 

services research that were highly promising but too experimental and therefore needed further study?  

How did advancements in other related fields (to include but not limited to neuroscience, genomics, 

informatics, etc.) contribute to these innovations?  Did these foci include advancements in data 

analytics, research methods, or product development?  Did improved quality of Electronic Health Record 

data allow for algorithmic-based care, EHR phenotyping for various disorders and problems, and better 

prediction of low base rate events like suicide with connection to evidence based care?  Did various 

technologies extend the reach of our effective interventions and exponentially increased the volume, 

type, and quality of data now available?  Or, have mechanisms of change contributed to thoughtful 

adaptation, implementation, scalability, and sustainability of services interventions? 

Essentially, as efforts to optimize and implement the best the best available interventions in healthcare, 

schools, criminal justice, and other settings where care is provided are met with great success, thanks, in 

part, to bread and butter services research, in what direction should the field also head?   

Instructions for submission: 

In 750 words or less (not including references), present your case for Forecasting the Future of Mental 

Health Services Research in mental health services research.   Please use the following format: 

• Describe your vision for the mental health service delivery landscape in 2027.  

• Outline a strategic research agenda over the next 15 years that will help realize that new 

landscape.  What are the landmark innovations?   

• Build a case for how the current state of science in mental health services research will lay the 

groundwork for the landmark innovation.      

Submitters should think broadly and scholarly about services research and leverage their own area(s) of 

research.     

 

 

 


